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A WORD FROM THE AUTHOR. 



Relata lefeio. 



Chance has placed in our handsj incontestablt 
proofs of a habit of slandering of so alarming a na* 
ture to society, that for a long while we hesitated to 
believe even the testimony of our own eyes and ears ; 
the mind rebelled against such conriction. 

We finally, however, determined to investigate 
the nature of the evidence submitted to as, and th^ 
result of this enquiry has but added to the mass of 
proof of which we were already possessed. 

Ir But here a difficulty arose : the ofiender is a Priest, 

^H not a poor, unknown, meek, self-denying follower 

O of Christ 5 not a misanthropic, hypocritical Heracii- 

^ tus^ but one who is rich, honored, blessed with health, 



s 

gay, merry, fond of wordly pleasure, and sporting 
tirithall 

At csoort and in the city. 

What were we to do 7 to deliver him up to the or- 
dinary mode of judical proceedings ? to provoke dis- 
putes in which would be exposed a course of iniqui- 
ty^ i|Iike painful to the witnesses and his rictos ; 
disagreeable to the judge and the jury, and dange- 
rous to be published in their awful simplicity? And 
for what purpose ? to obtain a miserable pecuniary 
comp^osatiop, and leave in the annals of New York 
the imperishable monument of a scandal so affect- 
ing to morals and religion ! 

Having maturely considered these things we have 
abandoned all idea of a criminal prosecution com- 
menced by us, being fully prepared, however, to de* 
fea4 ourselves if attacked, remaining faithful to the 
prineiple, 

If you wish for peace, be ready for war. 

'VBe might hate remained silent, and left to heaven 
tQ meie out the punishment due to the offence; bat in 
looking around us i^e find ourselves snirounded by a 
young wife, infant daughters and affectionate sii- 
ters. And it is on their account that we fear the 
poison of calumny. The least contact with this 
Minister of the gospel would have made him our 



^Hemy for -eter $ too le&fiily wool A he httVe teftd ta our 
«y«s the contempt which hit dee^ds ba're inispit<ed lis 
with, not to find in our own family his first ridtittiai, 
well kaowih^ that to he tite t^tetlt matk tti odr oWb 
heart; 

It would consume too much time to convict by dis- 
cussion this hydra-headed i^riefift, it must tie done at 
a siugle blow, and perhaps in this instance we are 
the humble instrument of heaven to punish here on 
this earth this impious ofiender, even upon the very 
spot where his crimes have been perpetrated. 

Strong-ih our conviction, satisfied with our own 
motivets, and perstiaded that we perfohn a dcrty how^ 
ever painful, we commence the attack. We fear no- 
thing from the accused ; although to others he ap^ 
pears so Ibrmidable. The culprit when unmasked 
will be a corpse that no galvanic power can revivify. 

To Mr. Verren we wish neither death> nor even a 
temporary loss of liberty ; we desire neither fines* 
damages, costs nor venal compromise, we covet not 
the gifts that fortune may have favored him with in 
this country* Let him leave a community in which 
therecanbe BO peace for him, and we will forget 
that he has even for a moment engaged our atten- 
tion. He too has a family, atid if a particle of shame 
remain, he can decide which of us is most to be pi- 
tied, and which of us has best fulfilled the obligii^ 
tions imposed by his position in the world. 



Those who are truly religious can m no wise be 
affected by the merited punishment which we inflict 
upon -Mr. Verren ; since men of probity cannot be 
scandalized by the conviction of a villian. We en- 
tirely disregard the clamours of the weak and the 
wicked that may assail us, well knowing, that 

Fools sinoe Adam aro always in majority. 

Had Mr. Verren but followed his vicious course in 
secret, we would never have raised even a corner of 
the curtain which concealed him from the world ; 
but the baseness which he has exhibited in his epis- 
tolary slanders, and the abyss of grief into which he 
has plunged some of his victims have convinced us 
that it is not sufficient to shun his society to be shield- 
ed from his weapons, and it is on this account that 
we have so much dreaded him for ourselves, our fa- 
mily and our friends. A snake in the grass, the 
brightness of day will strike him with the inertia 
and the inability to do evil ; we leave with him only 
the desire of being good, and the power of practising 
virtue ; let him do so and we are satisfied. 

New York, December 25, 1839. 

P. Barthelbmy. 



PREFACE. 



Futt istA quondam in hdc republic4 
yiitus, at Tiii fortes aciioribus sup- 
pliciis, civem perniciosum, quam 
hostem acerbissimum coercerent. 
Oie, OatiUnairtt, 



In writing his tartufe the author intended to por- 
tray, and in fact has portrayed one of the vices which 
characterized the age in which he lived ; it is not a 
single individual that Moli^re has exposed on the 
stage ; but it is the moral infirmity which he there 
exhibits, the more to be feared since it derives its 
power from the seductive as well as deceptive ap- 
pearances which it assumes. 

^''allit enim vitium, specie viitutis et umbrft. 
Cum sit triste habitu vultuque et veste severum. 
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A low hypocrite is not to be dreaded, but who can 
defend himself against the perfidious designs of one 
whom our manners, our religious faith and our social 
habits recommend to our confidence, our respect, 
and our veneration 7 The laws of all nations punish 
those who taking advantage of their position or of 
our confidence, appropriate to themselves all or a part 
of our fortune \ but what laws can brand the hypo- 
crite, who under the mask of religion gains access 
to our family fireside, and becomes acquainted with 
our private affairs in-order to pander to his own pas- 
sions, who dishonors the conjugal tie, and instead of 

leading our daughters in the path of virtue deceives 
and ruins them ! 

Scire voluut secreta domus, atque inde timeri. 

Our laws cannot reach the dark d^eds of the hypo- 
crite, because the mystery under which he acts se- 
cures to him almost certain impunity; atMl too often 
the cloak under which he has imposed upon our cre- 
dulity, becomes the shield behind which, he contem- 
plates, the pangs of his victims without fear. 

But if too often the apprehension of false seandal 
adds to the . insufficiency of the law to chastise the 
wicked, there still exists in our institutions an efiOica'' 
cious way in which to unmask the vice and deliver up 
the culprit to the severest punishment which public 
opinion can inflict, we may repeat with Cicero, '^ The 



more elcivaUd in public ej^t^em be wha tramples ua* 
der foot every virtue, the more severe will be th^ 
punishmeut which that public will inflict." 

The duty which our position imposes upon us, is 
far more painful than that which the genius of Mq- 
lidre created for him. To him was given full liberty 
to mix his colours,, to shade his tints, to sketch his 
portraits and to draw his characters ; his imagination 
has afforded him a large field which he could dispose 
of at will, to suit his taste and talents; from such ma- 
terials he has consttucted an imperishable work, con- 
vinced by his art the necessity of drawing his pic*- 
tures true to nature. Horace could ha?e told him : 

iEtatis ci\iusqae notandi sunt tibi mores. 

As to U8, our task is the reverse, since our hero has 
gone so far beyond what might seem true, that al- 
though compelled to respect the truth of his deeds, 
we feel ourselves with difficulty restrained to the 
sitnplicity of mere narration. 

Troth does not always wear the appeaxance of truth. 

The vice of the age of Moii^re in being personi^ 
fied by our hero, has been so perfected that the dram^' 
atic hypociite is only a rough sketch compared with 
9ur reverend gentleman. More fortunate than Mo^ 
lid re we have only to brand upon the forehead this 
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beast of prey : it is not a corrapt majority that we 
attack, it is only one of those men 

Fel in eordoi fraus in faotis 

who are luckily isolated, and without other authority 
than an assumed position. It is sufficient to tear 
from him his mask ; society Will be avenged by the 
voluntary ostracism Which he shall condemn him- 
self to, and our merit though small, shall be to have 
told the truth, ts this then so hsy:d to speak that we 
give ourselves credit for its utterance ? No, it is a 
duty and it shall be fulfilled. 

It is not only in the name of religion betrayed that 
we have entered upon this publication; but it is in 
the name of what every man holds most dear and 
sacred, whatever may be his creed or the doctrine 
which he professes. 

tt matters not, whether we be or be not the coun- 
tryman of the man whom we deliver up to public ven- 
geance, whether we be his friend or his confident, his 
colleague or his accomplice, our pen has written 
the truth, perhaps not the whole truth, but certainly 
no more ; we perform a duty which we owe to society 
and feel to be due from us as a citizen, a son, a hus- 
band, a brother and a father ; being bound by such 
titles to protect the domestic hearth. 



9 

The American law givfts the right to all to appre- 
hend an offender, and we are ready to abide by the 
maxim 

Quo qnisqne peocat, in eo pnnietur. 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 



Anthony Verbcn was born at Marseilles, of pa- 
rents who were any thing but wealthy. His educa- 
tion, howerer, was not neglected. He gave early 
iignfl of his intelligence, whilst his amiable disposi- 
tions and his precocity gained him the esteem of his 
teachers ; but thrown too early into the world where 
he could only figure in the shade, he was obliged to 
look out for a more appropriate sphere in which his 
natural vanity could be gratified. 

The military exploits of the empire raised ^he first 
•hoats of glory which reached his ears ; but he was 
too young to follow the stream upon which all the 
yonth of France had embarked, and he was naturally 
too timid to take pleasure in the rude chances of war. 
Yerren therefore shaped his course in a different 
direction. 
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Hiiving paid considerable attention to natural sci- 
ence he was induced to adopt principles that are far 
from being in perfect harmony, either with the doc- 
trines of the holy scriptures or the dogmas of Rome. 
At this period he inclined to an opposition at the 
head of which, after the philosophers of the eight- 
eenth century, stand our cotemporary savans. To 
maintain and demonstrate the indestructibility of 
matter was an undertaking not perhaps beyond his 
belief, nor foreign to his literary pursuits, but it was 
one which required both application and perSere- 
ranee, and to neither of these can Yerren lay claim. 
The world possessed for him great charm ; the 
aridity of study, and the length of time it would require 
to gain a reputation together with his want of fortune 
prevented him from seeking it through this chan- 
nel. 

The restoration was inclining to favor the old abu- 
ses of the Holy Chair. The chance was a good one, 
and he had the good sense to seize it. The claustral 
life not agreeing with his natural disposition, he be- 
came a simple dayscholar at the Academy of Genera, 
where without any very severe academical examina- 
tion he was content to receive the simple ordination 
of the reformed faith. Thus do we see him entered 
into orders, not from choice nor conviction, but acta" 
ated by a necessity or ambition, as one takes a trad« 
or chooses a profession. 



.A. Vewii begaa bis new career at Femey, a 
]4ace which has been rendered famous by Voltaire. 
Pastor of the village he soon became its idol. The 
tarrets, the oratory and the groves of the chateau 
have been the witnesses of many an act of prowess 
which had any thing for its object, but the edifica- 
tion of his flock, but luckily for him they are silent 
and discreet. We too shall remain dumb, and shall 
not describe the scenes in which the hero whose 
praises we chaunt was a fortunate and indefatigable 
actor. But there is an end to human felicity, anj 
Mr. Verren is a living witness of the truth of this 
remark. Quitting his parsonage he left open a door 
which had been cut in the enclosures of the chateau 
at the instance of affectionate solicitude, in order to 
shorten his distance ; his successor may perchance 
avail himself of the same passage ; for although 
every road takes us to Rome, the shortest is always 
the best in intrigue ^ well as in geometry. 

He abandoned Ferney, church, chateau, parson- 
age, groves and penitents, in fact every thing to come 
to New York, influenced by the same uncontroled 
ambition which took him from Marseilles to Geneva, 
or perhaps lead by an invisible hand to become a 
great and terrible moral example. 

He is at l^t in Americaj a world new and un- 
kno;wn to hio^ what brought he with him? A nuQ^d 
f^nd a conscience equally fle;fpLhl^» !^ Ipve Qf sc^i* 
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dal, a bright ramish of knowledge, genteel habite, 
aeqaaintanee wllh the world, and a preposseating 
appearawoe. 

Quid dignnm tanto feiet hio promisflor hiata ? 

His first step was to apostatize and submit to a new 
ordination at the hands <of a bishop, thos annulling 
the sacred investure of Geneva and eondemning the 
creed he had professed at Ferney. At scarcely^ 
twenty-five years of age he had passed from mate- 
rialism to calvanism, and thence to episcopacy. Is 
his last confession the most sincere ? 

Admitted into the most distinguished circles he 
was soon noticed by them, and not long after re- 
ceived a call from the French Episcopal Church, 
where he made every effort to dev elope the resources 
of his mind and thus add to his personal influence 
the graces of his person. He wished to appear a 
saint that the fair sex might consider him an 
angel. He succeeded. He made a sensation. His 
sermons are neither too rigid nor too wordly ; 
he knows how to be new without being an in- 
novator, and without great superiority he is above 
all acquainted with the art of being listened to. His 
voice is soft, conciliating and persuasive 3 through 
it his congregation began to unravel the pure and 

holy doctrines of the gospel, which being illustrated 
2* 
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l^ .'UppTopriate e^xamplei, are less, austere and 
(or^dab^e than are generally receired. 

He is another Orpheus ; every thing^comes as 
he tunes, the marble moves, it stirs, it takes form : 
for him is erected at great expense a temple, a 
beautiful model of good taste, luxury, elegance 
and classical beauty, How proud is he under 
that sacred portico! How pompously arrogant 
in the middle of that nave and under that cupola 
so skilfully constructed; how spiritually proud 
in that pulpit from which he gives law to an au- 
ditory that abandons itself to the most sacred of 
prestiges ! He is no longer the hiimble disciple 
of Jesus Christ preaching in the teniple ; but the 
illustrious pontiff fulminating his decrees. Yer- 
ren is at the present moment truly great, noble 
and seducing, the most happy perhaps which he 
will ever enjoy in this world. This enviable for- 
tune, this realization of his dreams when in Eu- 
rope he will devote not to the advancement of re- 
ligion, but to quench the fire that courses in his 
veins. 

The pulpit is like an ethereal circle, from 
which as a vivifying star he darts his beams up- 
on the sweetest flowers. The parterre at his feet 
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i» composed of the most lovely fair of New Ypik, 
who are all eager to listen to the new preacher. 
The tern pie l)ecomes a theatre in which vocal ifkM' 
sic rivals instrumental harmony in its effects and 
talent ; thither are the crowd attracted: 

Sic ruit ad celebies cuhissima isBinixia ludos. 

Verren attaches himself to his parishoner not 
to edify but to mislead them. The impostor uses 
in their presence all the refinements of flattery, 
all the seductions of eloquence: behind them he 
expresses the utmost contempt. If he praises the 
delicacy of their graces, he afterwards frees him- 
self from the restraint which for a moment he has 
submitted to. 

A fair lady whom he praised to the utmost, 
whom he has declared to be worthy the first 
crown in the world, he soon aAer parodies as a 
necessary ornament of a museum of oste.ology ; 
he fancies himself witty when he is only imper- 
tinenty repeating the pun in this verse, 

« Mon esprit en seeiet Tappeloit & regiter."* 



* The pun is on the pronunciation of the last word, 
« i regner," which cannot be translated nor understood in 
English. 
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Such are his abusire epithets against the Ameri- 
can ladies, except when he attacks their manners, 
when he is far more crael . 

The indecent language which Mr. Yerren uses 
in his confidential communications would be an 
impropriety that we would not allude to if that 
were his only fault, but our task is to show him 
in his true colors to the people of New York. 

In the documents which we have collected for 
this publication, are contained a large number of 
facts and anecdotes relating to many highly hon* 
orable and respectable families ; these we have 
suppressed as giving unnecessary pain to those 
who are the subjects of them. We desire to cre- 
ate no scandal, although much may flow from 
our revelations, but this is not our afikir. We 
shall indite nothing that is not strictly necessary 
for our object : to unmask the impostor. 

We have also neglected to report many in- 
trigues of the vestry room, many low and des- 
picable tricks which he has directed, in order to 
defect the nomination of such a man and elect 
another, or to change and render null decisions 
that were contrary to his views, to cause to be 
adopted his own estimates for building improve^ 
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ments, repairs^ embellishing of the church, or a 
clause in the lease of such and such property be- 
longing to the congregation, &c. &c. 

All these have been laid aside by us, although 
it would be very easy for us to take advantage of 
these transactions and represent Mr. Yerren rather 
as a cunning broker, than an upright and disin- 
terested pastor ; but although he be culpable in 
these respects it is not our intention to attack him 
on these points. 

We have exhibited him elsewhere, or rather 
every where, except in the vestry room and in 
his own house, because there we consider him 
beyond the jurisdiction of the press. 

' In conclusion we sincerely express the hope 
that the two-fold sanctuary which we have res- 
pected, may be for him a safe asylum, where he 
may reconcile himself to his duties, conceal the 
notoriety of his faults, and give to his young fa- 
(Ylily at least, the examjple of dojgie^tic virtue. 



CHAPTER I. 



AT BOMZS. 



This chapter will be the shortest of all those 
we have devoted to celebrating our hero. We 
shall be particularly concise, "not because mate- 
rials are wanting, but because we wish to remain 
feithful to the salutary maxim which Mr. Royer 
CoUard has thus expressed at the tribune of the 
Chamber of Deputies, when the laws of the liber- 
ty of the press were under discussion : " Private 
life should ever be sacred." Inviolable in effect 
shall that of Mr. A. Yerren be to us, whom we 
•hall not attack in his domestic circle ; but in his 
character of a public man he belongs to us from 
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liead to foot We have the right^ and we intend 
to uf e it in its greatest extent, to scratinize his 
conduct, to interrogate his deeds, to search his 
thoughts, and to Expose his iiiltions whatever they 
may be. We do not thinic, however, that the 
yard of his house belongs to his houses and we 
have dedicated a chapter showing what takes 
place there habitually ; beyond this all the inte* 
rior of his house is held sacred by us. 

The characteristic circumstances of his mar- 
riage with one of the Misses Hammersley are 
not yet effaced from the memory of the public ; 
they would have believed that love had entwined 
with his myrtles the chains of Hymen. Be it 
so ! we have nothing to say about it, and leave to 
others the task of relating the delights of that 
new Ariadne. 

But before that future author, and before us 
Horace has said : 

Sic visum Teneri ; oui placet impoies, 
Formas atque animos sub juga ahenea 
8<Bvo mitteie oom joco. 

Semper habet lites altemaqne juigia lectiu. 
In quo nupda jaoet ; minimum donnitur in iUo. 

Sed notat himc omnis domns et vicinia tota» 
Inttorsom tnipem, speciosnm peUe deooxi. 



CHAPTER II. 



Nihil est tarn volucie quvn maledic- 
tmn, nihil facilins dmittitar, xUhii 
citius ezcipitor, nihil latins dissipa- 



Vires, acquirit eundo. 



Slander, My Lord, slandier, there id 
always some of it that sticks. 

Calumny ! I have seen the oiolt 

respectable people nearly crushed 
by itk 



From Virgfil to Beaumarchars and froflQ the 
author of tb^ marriage of Figaro to our Reverend 
hero, calumny has been cogaaidvred m the most 
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thh^eroasand itffaHible weapon ; it is to the wick^ 
tdly disposed' wkat poisoir is ta tbe murderer; it 
has strvick its Tietim before eTeti its existence is 
sospectedi and when it's presence is reTealed^ it 
is- already too late ; the deed is done, it progresses, 
II propagates itselC it corrodes* it destroys and 
annihilates the being it has attached itself toi 
Baour de Lormian and before him J. B. Rous* 
seau have left us fine odes and beautifol verses 
upon calumny, but what can the thoughts of ge 
nius teach us compared to the dark deeds of the 
Reverend Verren ? What we are going to relate 
is not the mere Creation of our imagination, we 
have tbe original documents in pur hands to con- 
found the author of the anonymous letters if he 
dare, or if he should have the impudence even 
to attempt to depy the facts. 

In another chapter will be seen the advantttfH 
Mr. Yerren derived, not from his personal eti* 
dowments alone, but from his so honorable post* 
tion, to chose the objects he judged proper to sat= 
iafy bis passions. By and by .we shall show iImT 
he is not scrupulous as to age or color ; like i^ 
gay cavalier he likes to sing wit Joconde, 

To whatever clime 1 chance to go. 
To change niy mannen well I know. 
8 



Allliaugli jmnce oT die veitry; ks kui mel wJifc 
Yir|ae wbkh htm witbslood hi* arts. I£ he ftil 
kt bis sttempts, if the firsi bints of his 4ecla» 
tio^s be received with aa eloqnently sileot can* 
tempt then his heart opens toi the sentitneBt of f e- 
taoge; hatfed springs up and every mean ie use* 
which can satisfy the imperious want to whinb 
ha is a prey ; woe in this case to wboerer has 
ptOFoked his ire I 

This man, howerer, who diverts himself at 
leisure with the innocence, the tranquility, repu- 
tation and fortune of others, is not alone the 
slave of his own vile passions, but becomes an 
eaay tool for tbe companions or the accomplices 
•f his bad actions to move at their will. It may 
be said that to him the opportunity of doing eviV 
is good fortune. It is sufficient to indicate it to 
biiai.iia^'fa^beeomes active, he overturns all the 
ground under his feet to. reach and wound hia 
Tidimy it matters little wheihei he has cause <tf 
eottphiini against him or not. In more than one 
^HlMtoce into wfakh this unhappy propedsity baa 
kd Mr. Yerren, he could not eiq^lain etea fe^ 
himself, much less confess to others the real secrel 
motive of bis attrocity. The devotion be has for 
vice and evil render bim t];ieix victim; for he de- 
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ttf era kimself ap to tiim indioalioft with a del^ 
tbut would seem to belong to deliriotts f«tA)ky. 
We see hiim we jodge him wiih the documeiilt 
now upon our table ; we see him blindly assisting 
the petty jealousies of a woman, of whom he he- 
lieTes himself master because he has rendered her 
^ihy, going far beyond what she solicited froii 
btm, and after having entered in a bad path, follow- 
ing it titl he becomes ashamed of his own exceiMOS, 
but always too late to repair the evils he has pro- 
duced, to wipe away the tears he has caused to 
fall, to assuage the anguish he has created. 

We therefore, in this chapter, attempt a task 
which is above his power of self-control. 

Among the many facts, which we might CitOi 
we select the following, the truth of which is so 
cruel that it suffices to portray Mr. Verren>at the 
same time it permits us to render to the persoa. 
who has been his victim^ a public aiad just repar- 
ation, as well to procure for her some repose 
from the cowardice of her invisible enemy, which 
ilbr a long time has pursued her almost to desliad^ 
lion. 

Miss * * * * whom we mention witli as moch 
pleasure as respect, came to New York, that she 
might devote her time to tuition. Her talent 
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her education, lier Tirtaous condact^ the amenity 
and urbanity of her manners, had gained for her 
the esteem, the friendship and good wishes of the 
most distinguished families in the city. 

.^ Introduced to the pastor of the French Episco- 
pal Church, Miss • ♦ • • found in Mr. Verren 
a minister,. who laying aside all pedantic auster* 
ity, showed himself by the instruction which he 
imparted, and the gracious manner in which ho 
treated her, to ba worthy of the high mission en- 
trusted to him. 

Our Reverend hero is himself under that secret 
influence, so full of those charms which we expe- 
rience in the society of an intelligent woman, who 
is lively without coquetry, and who talks sensibly 
without wasting her time in idle prattle. Ht 
invitee her to come to his church, and although 
the worship is difTerent from her own^ the desire _ 
of hearing French preaching induced her to ac- 
cept the invitation. 

Mr. Verren who is fond of busying himself 
with other people's affairs becomes soon well ao« 
^uainted with the position of his new acquain* 
tance; he offers his services with the greater ea- 
gerness, because his only interest is the satisfac- 
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tioD be feels in being the protector of true meKt) 
but his efibrte, i# sincere, ere scrperflttoue: hie 
fKOTEocB has friends more happy to serve her. 

Aa ocoarreoce iDsigntficaBt in itself alioiie 
lie Verren to find suitable lodgings for Made* 
moiselle. These lodgings make pert of a ha^d^ 
some house, engaged by the Reverend gentleman 
for the husband of a young lady, handsome and 
adorned with natural wit, that, in order to shine, 
had nothing to borrow from a memory adorned 
with serious and aseful study. The daily contact 
of two female characters so little congenial 
could unavofdably bring about no other than a 
sad result. The one polite, talkative without 
freedom, disdaining an easy victory, content to 
let her superiority appear without deriving ad- 
vantage from it; the other good-humored, jrayg 
playfult at her ease and in her sphere whenevet 
the conversation was within her compreheneieDi 
bert embarrassed, uneasy, humbled when quae* 
ttonsof moral philosophy were treated of, or where 
the discussion led by people of talent embraced 
history, literature, science or politics. Very fa- 
miliar with the fluctuations of prices in the mar* 
ket and with domestic chit-chat, but unacquainted 
with any other subject, the mistress of the house 
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St first only ramitiated in silence on her eonseious' 
millity ; ske then grew uneasy and manifested iU* 
httmor without explaining the cause ; there ate avow- 
als against which self-love revolts. Then after many 
endeavors topnoish and humble her whom she 
ooald not rival she framed in the dark her schemes 
of petty vengeance* ^ 

Mr. Verren was naturally the person in whose bo- 
som she deposited part of her sorrow. He listened 
like a good pastor. 

. While the storm was rising at a distance, Made- 
moiselle * * * had ceased going to hear the ser- 
mons of Mr, Verren, perhaps not because she had 
already perceived a falling off in the merit of ora- 
tions pretty welt written and not badly delivered, but 
because these orations, or sermons if you will, al- 
ways supported a doctrine which she could not ac- 
knowledge as hers ; this circumstance so simple, bo' 
natoral, so justifiable in her condition, was perfidious* 
iy interpreted to the Reverend gentleman, and dis- 
posed: him blindly to favor a resentment, the secret 
of which was unknown to him, but with which he 
from this instant indentified himself with, as if in 
embracing the cause of another he was revenging 
himself. He went therefore far beyond what the 
greatest jealousy would had have carried the hand- 
•ome companion of his friend. 
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Aboat this period, Mr. Verren who neTer loses 
sight of his wordly interests, wished- Co settle Miss 
* « * * ia some business. He, however, met witli 
a prompt refusal, which he might hare avoided by a 
little tact and management. He should have beeft 
consckms that the learned character of his calling, 
forbade him from entering into any operation that 
might become a broker. 

He should have kept his importunity for solicited 
service, and the more trouble and anxiety that he 
gave himself to explain the sureties and advantages 
of the money that he coveted, the more he lowered 
his dignity. In this proposition prepared with stu- 
died care, and for which he seemed to have invoked 
the shade and talents of the unfortunate Vatel,t Mr. 
Verren was more pressing than the apparent motive 
required, and the positive refusal he experienced open- 
ed his heart to a series of emotions, which vidian t 
jealousy worked, and incessant and inquiet rivalry 
improved with advantage. 

Mr. A. Verren believed himself despised, he per- 
suaded himself that he was so, so powerful is con- 
science which leads us to imagine, that others see 
through our baseness. He despised ! he will have 
satisfaction, but in his own way; Q,uick ! ink, 
paper, a pen and even pencils, be must write lies; 

t A celebrated cook, whose snidde is menfioned in M»> 
do Sevignem letten. 
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mmI frame miMgea. Yes, reader in truth, out Rer* 
efOMl dif iee draws not well, aeveitbeiess he lote* 
oiEteatiire; if he koew DOt how to form aa eye, 
taaee a nc5e or a mouth, to make amends he ezeelkd 
m making other features. Should he ever atlempl 
to edit the popular work of Dr. Tissot, for the use of 
those arrived at the age of puberiy, beltere us he 
would reserve for himself the care of the plates^ and 
he would load it with as many as the text would 
allow. 

Whilst mending his pens and his pencils^ mxd 
thinking what be shall do, a mouth that he likee 
for more purposes than as a eommunicalor of cboughti 
ififormed him that Mademoiselle * * * * being u^ 
company with several other ladies who had expressed 
themselves oa the very gallant manners of the Re- 
verend gentleman, said, " If he passes for a libertiiie 
he dSw nut prove himself much better than the ge»« 
enXiiy of his sex." 

There was nothing malevolent in this simple re- 
mark, on the contrary, we may readily perceive in it 
a frankness and natural goodness of mind. For^ift 
AAt ezckiding Mr. Verren from the generality of mea 
BOtoriouB for their subjection to the passions, she cast 
«pon him no animadversion, she sought on the 
contrary to make him participate in that absolutioai 
that secret amnesty of \yhich pretty women are no 
misers in such circumstances. But though ionooest 
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in itself this refwrt roased the demon which ilisptre4 
him. The word libertine burst upon him like a ray 
of light, 'tis the electric spark that fires his imagina* 
tion, and vilifies all the erotic resources it possesses. 
Before he was uncertain as to what plan of vengeance 
to pursue, but that word caused e^ery nerve to thrill. 
We are told that Achilles disguised as a female in 
the court of Lycomedes, betrayed his sex at the sight 
of a sword which the cunning Ulysses disguised as a 
merchant, exposed to his view among the articles of 
the toilet. Such was the word libertine to our Rev- 
erend gentleman. 

He knew where Mademoiselle • ♦ • ♦ was well 
received, whence her resources, where her friends 
and protectors, *(is there the blow will be struck. 

He writes to Madam B , Madam D 

and Mr. C several anonymous letters and pre- 
pares others, the originals of which in his own hand 
writing are in our possession. The respect we have 
for ourselves and readers preclude the possibility of 
our quoting them. Never have Ar^tin and A. Piron 
in tbe shamelessness of their poetical rage pictured 
tuch obscenities. The sweeping imputations con- 
tained in these letters, are clothed in so much epistol- 
ary form, that a master hand is discoverable in every 
line. The calumny increased and extended itself. 

Qnelque grossier qn'un menaonge puisse dtie. 
Tie ciaignez lien ; caloiuuiez toujouzs : 
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Qoand l^Ksoas^ confoicboit voe diaeomw^ 

La plaie est faite ; et quoiqu'U en ga6ris8e» 
On en vena du moins la cicatrice. 

Few persons have giren credit to the advice and 
eonfideoces of the anonymous writer j some of them 
mentioned the subject to MadeiBoiselk • * ^ * oth- 
ers were less candid, but their reserve did not deceive 
that lady who had too much knowledge aad expe-^ 
rience of the worldi on the contrary it convinced her 
that she was the victim of an unknown and powerful 
enemy. She was so cruelly grieved that she was obli- 
ged to renounce an establishment that could not hava 
failed to have prospered under her skilful manage* 
ment ; if we had not revealed it, she would be even 
now ignorant of the source whence the calumny 
ipruifg; but we have fulfilled a duty which lays her 
under no obligation to us. We are sufficiently re- 
warded for our efforts in the belief that we have res- 
tored to her that peace of mind she so much needed, 
even amid the consolation, kindness and attention 
bestowed upon her by the numexous friends by whom 
she is surrounded. 



CHAPTER III. 



0e votre ftlteliymen void le jout 
Nloabiiez pas d'en aveitir l^amonr. 



Madam ^ * * ^ had just lost and interred her hus^ 
band. An af&icted, but an econotnieal widow, she 
m not like the extravagant Artemisa erect orer the 
ashes of the departed, a costly monument to speak 
her grief to posterity $ but secretly and in solitude 
mourned the friend she Was never too see again In 
this world of sorrow. Nothing incites more to sad- 
ness than the self-imposed retirement of an affection- 
ate and recently wounded heart, but this sadness 
which for a time humors and excites itself, sooa be- 
aomes frightened and astonished if not wearied at 
the iaolatipn in which it finds it is plunged. Betweea 
ioeiety and aAictioa there is a gulf whieh the foract 



never cares to fil)» (so liitle are we afiecred by the 
Borrows of others) \ but which the mourner for her 
earthly happiness is forced to pass as soon as possi- 
ble. Like a pouting child we see the new made wi* 
dow seeking a reconciliation with the world ; as be* 
tween the tomb aad the ball-room the altar inter- 
Tenes, so the chuVch is commonly the path by which 
she seeks to reach her object. It is at the altar we 
breathe the sweet vow of unalterable love, and it is 
there we seek impunity for a perjury yet more sweet. 
It is in the bosom of the priest (the mediator as we 
all know between temporal aad heavenly power) 
that we pour our sorrows, in his knowledge we look 
for consolation, and the heart is then disposed to 
open itself to the words of peace, of pity and of 
hope. 

Our modern widow of Sphesus had arrived at this 
chapter in^ the ordinary events of life when she ap- 
plied to Mr. Verren, not as the fine gentleman filled 
with sympathy for the sorrows that consumed affec- 
tionate hearts, afflicted with attractive charms and 
twenty-five summers ; but the minister of .that God 
who said to the woman taken in adultery, " Go and 
sin no more." , 

The parties met to speak of another world. Mr. 
A. Verren a truly efudife connoisseur, diseovered 
with his eagle glance the cause and depth of the 
tvil. He pointed ont a remedy, but the widow started 
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as if the pirdposition would burst the cerements of 
the grave and call her late lord before her. She 
trembled from head to foot, and murmured out her 
fears of the vengeance that heayen inflicts upon the 
perjured. The smiling pastor like a second tartufe 
said to her : 

Je puis vous dissiper ces craintes ridicules, 
Madame ; et je sais l^art de \evei les scrapules. ' 
Le ciel defend, de i^rai, certdins contentementSi 
Mais on trouve. avec lui des aocommodemens.' 
Selon divers besoins il est une science, 
D'6tendre les liens de notre conscience. 
Et de lectifier le mal de l'aGtion> 
Avec la puret^ de notre intention. 
De ces secrets, Madame, on saara vous instruire, 
Voiis n'avez seulement qu'd vous laisser conduire. 

i n*ayez point d'efiioi, 

Je vous r^ponds de tout, et prends le mal sur moi. * 

Like a submissive lamb Madame * * * • heard 
the shepherd, but as yet did not surrender. She was 
divided between hei future happiness or her earthly 
repose ; the world is a severe judge, and exposure a 
death blow to the woman who once forgets herself^ 
although she could not refute the passionate lan- 
guage of her insiduous director, she yet obeyed the 

* I can satisfy those ridiculous iears of your's, my dear, and 
easily rid you of those scruples. 'Tis true, heaven forbids 
us eertain pleasures, yet it is allowed us to compromise it's 
decrees. There is a science which permits us in some ccues 
to loosen the ties of oui conscience, and to purify the evit 
of the action, by the purity of the intentidn. We will teach 
you, my love, these secrets, permit us only to direct yon. 
be not afraid, I am answerabto for all, anA 
take the evil upon mffself . 
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** Still small yoioe^ of a heart fonned for Tif toe, and 
manifesttd the fears she could not express. 

Verren determined on a last effort The ground 
upon which he found himself engaged and where 
he wished to triumph, was no longer that of Duane 
Street, {see cK 5> Madam * * * * had gathered 
from her marriage an experience which rendered 
laughable all the attacks of our skilful engineer who 
sought to surprise her. He changed his tactics as 
easily as be had apostatized — so elastic was his con- 
science t 

Minister of the Most High, he dared to promise 
future pardon for all the sins of his penitent ; on this 
side she was satisfied, but Verren is unable to pre- 
serve her from the censure of the world ^ that is of 
little consequence to one determined on success — 
and again invoking his sacred character he proffered 
pledges of a different nature. 

Les gens oomme noas hriUent d'un feu discret, 

Avec qui, pour toujours, oq est sui du secret. 

Le soin que nous prenonsde notre renommto. 

Expend de toute chose a la peisozme aim^ 

Et c'est en nous qu'bn trouve, aoceptant notre ecsiir, 

De Tamour sans scandale et du plaisir sans peur. * 

Madam * * * * knew not what reply to make ; she 

* People of our garb love with discreet ardor, with us you 
are shvays sure of secrecy. The care we take of our repu- 
tation, 18 a security for her whom we love ; and in accept- 
ing our heart, she is sure of having love without scandal 
and pleasure without fear. 
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sighed, shedra few tears, glanced upon the paat and 
leaving the present and foliire to the care of her ^ir- 
ttnal director, closed her eyes in Toluptaous htngnor 
U|N>n the abyss that opened beneath her. 

These secret interviews were freqaent. After so 
long a widowhood the Fady was greatly in want of a 
pastor to purify her soul, and he was soon suceessibl in 
quieting h«r fears; 'if somepeca^Uoesiiemained un- 
pardoned they no longer dtstarhed li#r mind, had 
not Verf^en said to her, yea repeated it ai hundred 
times 

Je vous Impends de tout, et pienda le mal sur mol 1 

Behold oiir widow at last consoled^ and could 
we believe the promises of the Reverend gentle- 
man, Magdalen would not be the only pretty 
sinner admitted to the dwelling of the blessed ; 
but the terrestial happiness, in which he made 
her taste graces all divine, hastened to load the^ 
lady not less than her inconsolabiUty. mi, Ver- 
ren who was not a widowor, was obliged to di- 
vide his cares and his consolationa, and oftea to 
quit the widow ffkt his conjugal obligations, and 
sometimes to neglect, evei^ these lbs hia pas- 
toral ones ; it was too mMfi% fi»r hiVkt iM94 noCwiih 
standing all Ihft Mf fiii^^m wimbi Ui« "wcirjrfijr 
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Reverend possessedt the desire of self JiresetTti- 
tion inspired him with the idea of advising the 
half consoled widow to re-enter the married 
state. The idea was original coming from him* 
notwithstanding it was perhaps the idea of a step 
necessary for both.. And setting himself at once 
to find out the happy legetimaie successor of the 
departed husband, his eyes rested upon a good 
easy man, honest at heart, but rather ill-favored. 
ThiS) however, was no bar to the afiair ; had not 
Venus Vulcan for a husband? And as the hus- 
band elect had but like Vulcan a physical imper- 
fection and no other attribute of that divinity, the 
invisible net was not to be feared. The rest may 
be guessed ; Mr. A. Verren is a cunning man. . , . 
occaQionally. 

The altar was again decorated for the pretty 
widow ; if custom had deprived her of the plea* 
sure of carrying the virginal bouquet ; if the 
classic sprig of orange flower did not ornament 
her waist, her brow was not less calm, her step 
less timidy her glance less angelic, nor did she 
enjoy less the sweet tranquility of heart. Her 
peace was made with heaven ; she has obtained a 
tender absolution from the holy minister who had 
probed her heart to the bottom, and who received 



once more bova bet pAj Ufa tbe Memmeiital 
TES, which tbi« time, boweyei« he inscnbed on 
his ofiEicial re<:or4. ReIalioQ«, frkmh and ac- 
quaintances all united, and met in the banquet 
hall, glistening with the light of a thousand ta- 
pers, which soon resounded the steps of the happy 
guests. 

De votre f^te, hymen, voioi le jour ; 
N*oubliez pas d'en avertir I'amoor. 

Mr. A. Yerren.in his quality of officiating min^ 
ister occupied the place of honor ; the husband 
of his conrenience smiled upon him with grati- 
tude, and Mr. A. Yerren who neither could nor 
wished to be behind hnnd in the return of t^his 
sentiment with the good xs^u, smiks in bis turn; 
His words were addressed to him, but with his 
foot he interrogates his consort, and by the natu- 
ral consequence of this communication, the eyes 
of the lady sparkled in time with his foot to sing 
soUo voce 

*« De votie Uftte, hymen, ▼oici le jour ; 
N'oubliez paa d'eii aveitir ramout. " 

Cupid well armed was upon his guard, and the 

happy, blind and confiding husband thanked his 

l^redeceBsor for not having carried away all bis 

treasures with him. 

4* 
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The immmoral and criminal daplicity of our 
hero was nof checked on so good a path, it remains 
for us to relate a final trait, that reveals at once 
the character of the man. 

We have just seen the entire oblivion of every 
principle of a husband, minister and friend. We 
. are going to show the interested and basely cove- 
tuous lover ; for itjs again by the aid of anony- 
mous letters that he seeks to gratify his shameful 
propensities. 

Commercial relations called the husband to 
Eni^land, his wife was to follow him. Separa- 
tion became painful to her who abandoned on the 
American soil| the cold remains of a man who 
she had much loved, and likewise the mortal coil 
of one still quick, who in the name of heaven 
had made her taste so many earthly pleasures. 
Oht to be seperated from this one, to quit him 
forever while yet quick, became for her a bitter 
and poignant sorrow, what a void would be left 
in her heart I They could not correspond, pru* 
dence forbade it, they dared not ask the consolation 
this Tesort gives to affectionate souls, they provi* 
ded themselves with another. 
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« L'art d'teiie, oher leoteur, fiit sans doute invent^ 
Par Tamante captive et I'amant ^loign^.** * 

But the art of paintiDg in minature no doubt owed 
its existence to love, which though widely separ- 
ated fropi its object, prudence deprived of the pow- 
er of writing. Features faithfully copied soothed 
the pains of absence ! We love to look into eyes 
which are always lovingly opened upon us, to 
place in a beautiful mouth the expression of ten- 
derness which have so ipany times sounded in 
our ears ; it was then to this unequivocal witness 
of affection our young lady had recourse to call 
to the mind of the holy lover, the remembrance 
of such an affectionate parishoner. 

The portrait painted by a skilful hand was en- 
closed in a rich medallion, in which was likewise 
inserted a lock from those long and beautifully 
arrayed tresses that Verren loved so well to con- 
template, floating over shoulders of alabaster 
worthy of the chisel of Praxiteles. In those 
delicious moments which he chose to recall to 
hia penitent the life, the adventures and exaltation 
of Magdelen : mercy to every sinner. 

* HeavVi fint tau|^ leltets fat fcnae wx»toh*t aid. 
Some banirii'd lover, or tome captive maid.— P«p«. 
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Thfr medklliaii: was a raluaU^ preaeiit, not only 
from the associations which enshrined it, but like- 
wise from the workmanship and the cost of the 
metal which protected its fragility. The rich and 
delicate love, the ingenious and disinterested 
heart of a lovely but sinful woman — all that can 
mitigate severe censure was reflected in this truly 
feminine attention, there was a poetical tender- 
ness in this parting gift ; it was however all lost 
upon Verren. He weighed the gold in his usuri- 
ous hand ; he put side by side the raven tress and 
the ivory, and judged that all would not pay his 
fees as officiating minister at the nuptial cere- 
mony of rich people. 

As he should have blushed No ! we deceive 

ourselves, the hypocrite knows not how; we 
would say that he should not have dared to have 
asked a compensation for his services, from a 
man whom he constantly caressed as a friend, 
and who feared to wound him by offering a mer- 
cenary reward for a marriage forwarded by him- 
self, A, Verren wrote two anonymous letters, 
the first was without effect ; the second ran thus 
and was addressed to the too confiding husband. 
«* My friendi la m small party of good company 
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where I wat a few evenings since, you were the 
subject of considerable conversation. Every one 
expressed much surprise that you had not yet sat- 
isfied the minister for his trouble. They said, 
how is it possible that a man well born« of qual- 
ity and who lives in good style, has not yet :... 

surely it .cannot be, we caniiot believe it :.it 

belies the good opinion we always entertained of 
him he lowers himself, &c." . 

Circumstances made it appear possible that 
these letters were written by Messrs. B. and E. 
although in rather a silly manner. Such, however, 
was not the case. The lady only was not doped ; 
it is difficult to deceive the penetration of a woman 
who knows us as well as the lady in question knew 
our Reverend gentleman. Vexed and indignant 
with her base and unworthy director, she took a 
bill of twenty dollars and presented herself at the 
house of Mr. A. Verren, to whom she hastened to 
pay the debt in question, with as much ease as if 
nothing had ever passed between them, after which 
she handed for his inspection the anonymous letters 
received by her huskind. Verren was obliged to 
peruse them under the scrutinizing eyes oT a wo- 
man whose feelings he had wounded, and who was 
forced to despise him, to whom she had sacrificed all 



4S 

tbftt a yirtuous woman holds most dear. Her looks 
bat too plainly expressed her feelings. Verren had 
no excuse to make ; they parted coldly : but the 
charm was broken, and he had rendered it impossible 
that a single honorable' thought of himself should 
again dwell in the heart of a young, spiritual affec- 
tionate woman who seemed fashioned by the hand 
of lore itself. 



CHAPTER IV. 



L'hypocrite en iraades fertile 
Des I'eniance est p^tri de &rd, 

♦ II salt colore! avec art 
Le fiel que sa boache distUe. 
£t la morsure du serpent < 
Est moins aigue et moins subtile 
Que le venin cach^ que sa bouche r^pand. 



Evert honest man loves to do good. The sweet- 
est and most self satisfied feeling of which we are 
capahle, is that of having relieved the misfortunes of 
others. Charity is one of the predominant rirtues 
of Christianity, and is so justly considered as the foun- 
dation of all religion, that ministers sure more particu- 
larly called upon to exercise its duties. Thus we 
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often see pious person^ devoting their fortane to 
eliaritable uses, the distribution of which is left to 
the clergy ; a legacy received with gratitude which 
enables them to distribute alms with a discernment 
that doubles its value. To give is generally easy ; 
to give well is always difficult. 

Charity and beneficence are sister virtues but never 
rivals. Benificence has founded establishments 
where the infirmities of this life are solaced without 
distinction of age or cause : hospitals are open to all 
those who sufier physically. Charity on the con- 
trary is more particular in the distribution of her liber- 
alities, and bestows them only after enquiry. Hospi- 
tals receive the old, the indigent and the incurable ; 
and in the world the heads of the church whose office 
it is to carry hope and consol^tioA to the bosom of 
afflicted families, become naturally the best judges 
that a generous heart can employ to give properly. 

Since the foundation of the French Episcopal 
Church in New York, a special fund had been con- 
secrated to certain acts of charity, and for a long 
time the pastor was ^deservedly the only distributor. 
This power so honorable to him who was endowed 
with it, seems nevertheless limited for Mr. A. Ver- 
ren to a simple official formality. It might be thought 
perhaps that several hundred dollars left at his dis- 
posal to be distributed according to his wishes in 



4» 



•mall sums, became for Mm foil of raabamssmenik 
vbieh aagmented in eonweqamiee of the iramber of 
tftiBeriee whiefa he had to relieve and hia facility to 
dietrilmte money which it was so agreeable to giye^ 
The details of distriboting alms are now reduced tolhtt 
(brmality of ftigning a check on the treasury of the con- 
gregation, which though of the smallest amount is paid 
to the person thus succored. However small the 
part allowed to him in that draft of integrity, it still 
leaves to Mr. A. Yerren the power of etercising his 
despotism and of yielding to his base passions. 

For a long time the treasury of the French Episcopal 
Church was opened with as much justice as precision 
to a family composed of a man and wife ; the young- 
est of which could reckon more than sixty winters, 
the half of whicli they had passed together. Poor 
trades people limited in their wishes, they lived upon 
the produce of their labor. Each day brought chem 
bread, but soon their increasing years diminished 
these necessary resources, they became indigent : ac- 
customed to place their confidence in God and to 
thank him daily for the blessings bestowed upon 
them, they constantly implored in his temple a 
eontinuance of their strength and health. The ap- 
pearance of this venerable couple fixed the attention 
of the founders, so in other times were Philemon and 
Beaucis honored and assisted. 

These good pecq^e inetnictad that they could nlf^ 
5 



upon saecor so necessary to their subsistence, pre-' 
sented themselves each mcmth confidently, and with 
gratitude, at' the parsonage house. They considered 
Mr. Verren as the true minister of a Chid of good- 
ness, who did not forget them at the close of a long 
but irreproachable life, nor did they even think of 
mourning when Mr. Verren forgetttng, that the man- 
ner of giving doubles the value of the gift, caused 
them to call several times before giving the check 
lor the accustomed sum. Far from suspecting in the 
conduct of the pastor a natural antipathy to the unr- 
fortunate, above all to that of the aged, our old cou- 
ple returned peaceably, hoping another day to find 
him less occupied. Mr. Verren does not like to trou- 
ble himself where he has no personal motive, and 
as there was nothing flattering in Ipe necessity he 
found himself in of receiving, hearing and serving 
these old people, poor and isolated in the world in 
which he was so fond of moving and shining, he be- 
came angry at each time he was obliged to re- 
ceive their visit. The consequence of his bad hu- 
mor, was that he made them renew many times 
their reqaest without cause or excuse. At iast the 
pertinacity of the poor people made their presence so 
irksome, as to be a kind of persecution to the unwor- 
thy rector 5 they however, were far from considering 
themselves importunate, since they came less to soli- 
cit than to receive what the distributor was obliged 
lo grant One day his impatience broke all bounds, 
kit anger carried him awayi and he cursed th« 
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tMMipl^ who remained confbundedi speechless 
and tremblingt before the apostle of Jesus Chtisti 
who was yociferatibg the dreadfiil words^ ^^ Gl« 
to all the devils in hell {" 

Ah ! Mr, A. Verren, 

'* Quoi ! Yona^tes d^vot, etvons-vons en^itez!'t 

To appreciate how barbarous and cruel was 
such conduct for those who were the object of it, 
it must be remembered th^t they were very old, 
piousy having not only respect but even the ut- 
most veneration for their pastor. In the evening 
of life when one foot is already in the tomb, and 
we are preparing ourselves to appear before the 
Creator, his minister becomes for us a holy inter- 
cessor* It is to him we open our heart and ask 
if we are in a state of grace, and well prepared 
to render an account of our lifo sufficiently long. 
The elder we grow, the more our faculties be- 
come weakened I the higher we prize the words 
of the interpreter of the text. It was notwith- 
standing in these circumstances that the Rev- 
erend Yerren in the place of consoling absolu- 
tion, sends to hell those whom God has enjoined 
upon him, to serve, to clothe, to nourish, and last- 
ly those to whom he has been ordered to give pe- 
cuniary assistance. 



Ikmbled m b««»t and aovi, tfirrified aad &I1 
of learfliyMV good people departed from tfae in- 
^bpapUaUo^houae of our JcadUhfooted prelate, not 
to go where his impioas motuh bad sent them, 

but to Bishop O , to whom they related 

their ease and asked spiritual counsel. This ec- 
clesifti^^o woiithy of htsliigii^aMion used per- 
suasive, conciliating and consoling language to- 
wards them, and sent them away more tran- 
quil and happy. But his duty was only half 
executed^ it remained with him to reprimand. 
He sent for the imperious and choleric Yerren. 
Our readers may suppose what took place be- 
tween two men who worship God in the same 
manner. It is enough for us to relate the new 
feelings to which this conversation gave birth in 
the heart of Mr. Verren. 

<>« Him fit da lepenftiz ia vctte dM nuvtolt," 

but Mr. Yerren who has no ambition to practice a 
single virtue either by inspiration or repentance, 
swears and promises to himself that the old cou- 
ple Barbelet, for we must give their name, shall 
repent their infiimous report. 

The vestry of the church decided that a stipulated 
sum should be paid benceforth monthly to these old 
people by the treasurer without any farther for- 
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mality. Thus ,thi4 allowajDce.isno longer occa- 
sionaly arbitrary or customary ; it becomes now 
a vested right 

It is but just to add that by this resolution, the 
vestry having authorized the treasurer to pay 
monthly the sum allowed to Barbelet, they freed 
Mr. Verren from what was to him an insupport- 
able burden. But in this act of humanity, wisdom 
and foresight, the vestry gave satisfaction to each 
party^, in this way, that the assistance allowed was 
too little for the wants of that poor family, and that 
Mr. Verren was to have the power to augment it 
from time to time by an additional draA when in 
his judgment it was necessary. 

The part left to his good feelings or his charity 
was a snare into which his perverseness causes 
him once more to fall. When we say the snare, 
we do not pretend to say that the snare was 
intentional ; but though accidental and result- 
ing from the circumstances, Mr. Verren had 
not sense enough to evade it. To the demand 
of additional assistance the Reverend gentle- 
man was deaf, or to be exact in this simple 
expose offsets we will say that he listened toth^ 
too plausible motives of the demand, that he was 
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even wi!&ig to gfant it, ta give it hk sandioii, 
his sigfiiatare, but on a eondition to which Barbe- 
let was not willing to subscribe. Mr. Yerren it 
firm, he determined to persist until hunger, mis- 
ery and privation shall have procured a full 
and complete retractation, worded and prepared 
by himself, of the complaint made to his bishop) 
or till his slander may once more have been 
brought in play to aid bis base conduct. 

Minister of the God of mercy, far from forgiTing 
those by whom he pretends to have been offended, 
he leagues himself with the infernal deities again^ 
virtue, suffering without support in this world, 
where power too often constitutes right. 

It was in ybAi^ that the poor couple Barbelet 
presented themselves to Mr. Verren» he fears not 
to require a declaratio|i which he knows to be a 
lie. Their refusal did not shake his determina- 
tion ; " Sign or you will get nothing." They 
would not sign, and notwithstanding the priva- 
tions to which they are a prey, during this incle- 
ment season they do not sign it. Ah! it is 
not at the age of more than sixty that we begin a 
career of disgrace ; it is not with a flourish of a 
pen that we would sully a long life of honesty. 
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This M what Mr. Verrcn would not btlitTe: ha ia 
not yet satisfied. 

Barbelet and his wife did not cease to yisit the 
church, although an anworthjr and hypocritical 
minister officiated there; they went not for him, 
bat for Him who sees and judges all. Their pre- 
sence was embittering to Verren. If for some 
there is no greater burden than to receive a favor; 
for the unjust and the wicked nothing is more 
hateful thaA the sight of those who have a right to 
accuse them, so true is it that we cannot stifle the 
voice of conscience. 

Oar Reverend gentleman determined to get rid 
of them at any price, to lose sight of those whom 
he had dared to send where no hope is permitted. 
He determined to be stopt by no means whatever, 
and crime itself shall be invoked to aid him. 

" Tant de fiel entie-t-il en I'Ame d'lm d^vot ?** 

Anonymous letters of which he h^ so often 
availed himaelf, are in this case arms not aufll- 
cientfy powerful, it is necessary to resort to per- 
jury, but perjury clad in all it's forms. With 
this view he opened his mind to a member of the 
vestry^ he explained to him his uohappioess, 
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described to iiiia the aagvith he wat a prejr to, and 
avowed to him that he would eojoy no rest, no satis- 
faction while those Barbelet were under his eyes. 
He dared to entreat, to conjure, to beseech this vestry 
man to accuse at the next meeting, those old people, 
and to declare openly that they kept a house of ill- 
fame. That affirmation would be sufficient to drive 
them from the temple, to forbid their entering it, will 
make up for th^'r refusal of retractation, and will jus- 
tify all his conduct towards them. 

F<Bdiu0 hoc aliqtiid quandoque audebis? 

All the eloquence of Mr. Verren shipwrecked in 
this cause, against a man who thus far, had been but 
too weak and condescending, in making himself the 
confident and instrument of his bad actions^ but 
there is a limit where even slavish devotion ceases 
and to that limit Mr. Verren had forced him. A first 
refusal did not discourage him ; he returned several 
times to the charge and became troublesome, and 
even so commanding that the vestry man was obliged 
10 retire entirely from the affairs of the Episcopal 
Church, and lastly to break off all connexion with 
Mr. Verren who had become too despicable and 
odious in his eyes. 

The Barbelets, still without receiving an addition 
to the small assistance voted by the vestry, and faith- 
ftiUy paid by the treasurer, a prey to a thousand lit- 
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tie priTations, consequent upon their noble refa- 
lal ; they do not» howerer, discontinue to visit the 
church; it is probable that it is the only place in 
this world where they and the pastor could meet, be- 
cause in the next the just and the wicked have each 
a separate dwelling, and our old people would not 
go where Mr. Venen wished they should precede 
him. 
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tie privations, conseqaent apon their noble refa- 
lal ; they do not» howerer, discontinue to Tisit the 
church ; it is probable that it is the only place in 
this world where they and the pastor could meet, be- 
cause in the next the just and the wicked hare each 
a separate dwelling, and our old people would not 
go where Mr. Yerran wisheA they should precede 
him. 
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fpiiog to efl^italation rirtiie ignorant of its "v^ue^ 
bat wkieii as yet g«»»led itself by the iasliact 
of it's own preservation ^ the hoar seemed to have 
eome : to his words, to his language, to his sup- 
plications, to his dramatic arts Yerren dared to 
add the attack; his immodest hands have seconded 
his brazen tongae, but if the soul was shaken and ir- 
resolute, if the mind was moved and troubled in this 
moment of tumultuous feeling, reason regained it's 
dominion, personal dignity revolted against the gross- 
ness of such piofanation, innocence had not yet suc- 
cumbed. 

However, 

If we compromise the decrees of Heaven 

our seducer effected a reconciliation with his own 
senses; in his disappointment he might say with 
Dryden : 

If Jove and Hoav'n my just desires deny. 

Hell shall the power of Heav'n and Jove supply.* 

He implores her pardon, he humbles himself, but 
the impostor fawns only in order to seize again his 
victim, he violates the promise of forgetfolness of 
the past, intended by him only as a postponement of 
his purpose, and in the kiss of peace again inebriates 

• Virgil has also said : Flectere si nequeo Superos, Ache- 
«]nta»movebew 
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himdelf with voluptuousness, and exclaimji with 
transpoit like Heloise : 

" Couvre moi des baisers, je r^verai le reste !"* 

She has not yet quite succumbed ; at each confer- 
ence were new attacks, but also fresh resistance, re- 
sistance, without discouragement, since the assail- 
ant is each time vanquished by the natural exhaustion 
of material energy ; the danger is pressing, already 
the dove no longer trembles under the hand of the 
sacrificer ; no longer does the sacred sword wear an 
alarming aspect ; she is still ignorant that like the 
knife of the Druids it sheds the purest blood of hu- 
man victims immolated at the altars of profane men ; 
yet a little more imprudent confidence and the young 
maiden will know that innocence and mystery were 
never long united. Under these circumstances it is 
reported that her brother, her dear brother had ar- 
rived, and that jealous for the honor of his family, 
he will soon take under his protection the sister he 
bad quitted with regret 

At this news Verren was alarmed, he feels he must 
give up that which he had so much coveted. He 
must raise the siege even without the honor of having 
made a breach ; like a timid general and unskilful dip- 
lomatist, he has consumed his time and wasted his 

• flfa» aU thfltt wln«r,^Hind I wiU dmin tibs nst^PMlw. 
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forces without baring ranquished or seduced hit 
prey ; she escaped his hands stronger by virtue of the 
power he has revealed to her, and without benefitting 
himself; notwithstanding his perfidy, he is the sport 
of one who can boast only her ingeniousness. 

However, in separating from her he will leave a 
memento of their so mystical conferences. Upon 
the arrival of the brother, Verren had already discon- 
tinued his visits, and when the young lady left New 
York for Europe he presented her with a costly pen- 
cil case. A philosophical writer has said that the 
oaths of l<Mre should be written on sand, and our 
Reverend hero wishes the remembrance of his own 
to be more durable without, however, their being 
engraved. 

Scripta manent. 
Facta piobant, 

but the simple marks of a pencil are too soon ef- 
faced ; a suitable emblem of his passion for the young 
traveller, who knew no more of him than as a pale 
and counterfeit impression of true love, the traces 
of which cannot have such a duration as to remind 
her hereafter of it's ephemeral existence: like a 
thought inscribed on the flying sheet of an album. 

This intrigue of the holy man did not cause him 
to lose sight of either his personal security or his in- 
terest. His security admonished him to retire before 
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ihe eonsmnmation of his rietory, and his interest, 
if credit be giren to him in his confidential commu- 
nications, he accounted for the amount paid for 
the famous pencil-case, as being one of the thousand 
occasions he had of doing good and reliering misfor- 
tune. 



CHAPTER VI. 



9n Sent anonyxne n'eit pas d\in honndte homme $ 
Qaand j'attaque quelqa'un, je le dois, je me nomme. 



The visit of the Prince de Joinville to New 
York worked up as we well remember the self- 
love of many individuals. Every one wished to bo 
French, and the French themselves did not un- 
derstand each other, one wished this ,* another 
wished that. The rich impprter forgetting that 
he lived in a free country, tried to substitute the 
aristocracy of money for that of birth or true 
merit Those who were disposed to pay a large 
sum for admission thought that they alone 
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should approach the prioce; but theve was no 
pit nor gallery, the boxes held all. Such was 
the intention of these matadores in asking for a 
distinction, which, however, they are very far 
from practising iii their mercantile logic, since 
though they place in the same line the costly 
tissue of Thibet, the modest print of Mulhouse, 
and the durable stuff of Jouy, they do not offer 
them at the same price. The mechanic, on the 
other hand^ in his simplicity, seriously believ- 
ing in the principles of equality, which in France 
he had been persuaded reigned absolute here, 
demanded a public entertainment, where he 
might see close to him one of the sons of him 
who in 1830, we very well remember, shook 
hands with the workmen of Paris, and drank 
with them from the canteen at the bar of the 
corner. 

Those who were judicious wondered at so ex- 
traordinary an infatuation towards a young man 
who had not yet made his first essay in arms, and 
who was known only by *^ the gentleman his &• 
ther " as wa& wittily said by a very simple man. 

As for the gentlemen of the press, they won- 
dered at nothing, but laughed at all sides, expect* 
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iog in Uiisi as in aill casesy a good dinner ; for o» 
Ihose occasions they are always or almost always 
invited whether French or not, because the 
Amphitrlons when they have good manners and 
lact, like to se e the good taste, order, intelli- 
gence and liberality which signalized the festive 
occasion publicly noticed. 

The dignified, were the only persons who se- 
riously thought of the proper way to receive a 
son of France, of being remarked by him and in ad- 
vancing their fortune to serve their ambition. The 
latter were in our opinion alone justifiable, since 
a visit from the king's heir in an ultramarine state, 
is as good fortune to the public functionary resi- 
dent there and distant from the official mutations 
which occur at his court, as is a rise on silk or 
cotton to the importer or a change of dress or 
furniture to the tradesman. 

At last, however, gentle reader, of all the pro- 
jects which had been proposed by the intelligent 
gentlemen who are the officious disposers of pub- 
lic rejoicings, at New York, one was finally cho- 
sen, which it was reasonable to suppose would 
give to the Prince de Joinville a cordial and flat- 
^leriDg reception. Upon the Consul Oeneral of 
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Prance devolved the arduous task of drawing up 
the lists of invitation and designating the guests, a 
painful task indeed* almost one of the thirteenth la- 
bors of Hercules. Every one wished to approach 
the sun, all wished to be planets, few consented to 
be satellites, no one wished to remain a star; 
they were like the American army, which con- 
sists of all officers. All hearts were overjoyed, 
their satisfaction knew no bounds and seemed to 
mount the third heaven ; some say that there were 
tome who lost their wits, so great was the rage 
for appearing at the grand festival. Oh I Mr. de 
la Forest had a most difficult task to perform. 
Did he well % He did his best and no on^ com- 
plained ; the best and shortest eulogium which can 
be passed upon his conduct in this trying occasion. 

We may be mistaken in this, but mean that 
no one complained openly, or with reason. To 
Mr. Verren was it left to create a schism. Th« 
why and wherefore is too curious not to be given 
in detail. Trifles require time to acquire import- 
ance : witness the balloons 1 

Although the fact of his being a pastor of a 
French congregation would not have assured him 
a seat at the feast in honor of the prince, Mr. Ver- 
ren would have moved all New York to obtaiif 
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one. He! miss an op|xxrtuiiity of ahowing him- 
self in public, He ! who foi want of the theatre had 
chosen the pulpit to say : ** Look ye crowd it is I 
who speak." He 1 say we, to remember on that 
occasion that modesty is a sacerdotal virtt», no i 
to suppose this, would bo to suppose him capable 
of an effort towards excellence. 

The Consul General then sent him a letter of 
invitation. 

Socrates was accused of hypocrisy and was told 
that the index of all vices was marked on his 
countenance. The sage answered : ** it is true, 
but I knew myself very early, and had the courage 
to subdue my evil propensities." 

If physiology was known to the ancients, we 
have besides phrenology, of which they were ig- 
norant, and these two sciences united have ena- 
bled us to discover on the head of Mr. Verren, 
basenessi cupidity, artifice, dissimulation and 
pride. But you cannot find on it goodness, 
veneration, approbation or s^lf-esteem. Those 
narrow temples, that contracted forehead so re- 
treating, that sharp and almost pointed top leave 
no place for virtues which distinguish the good 
' and religious man. Those thin lips, that pointed 
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noB^y that sinister look, those fascinatingf eyes, 
like the tempter of Eve, designate anger, impos- 
ture and wickedness ; the care and elegance of his 
dress and toilet betray vanity, but do not reveal 
self satisfaction. 

Well I these signs which do not deceive the 
observer, shovir themselves in the acts both of 
his public and private life. It would be sufficient 
for us to analyse scientifically the characteristic 
marks of Mr. Verren's head, to prove him at 
least false and hypocritical. But the adversaries 
of the science would side with him ; his friends, 
if any remain, would excuse him even in his 
excesses, whence we also would conclude, that in 
yielding to his natural inclination, he shows him- 
self to be scientifically wicked ; but in order to 
avoid any dispute on this head we will let his 
own acts speak for themselves. Every one can 
judge of the fact, and we are grossly mistaken if 
experience do not still strengthen phrenology. 

However, the much desired day at last has come ; 
at the appointed hour, putting on all the coquetry 
and elegance of a young abbot of the time of the 
regency, smelling of amber and rose, treading 
lightly on his toes, and pretending to none of the 
gravity in mien and person which so well suits 
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the minister of a grave and religious worship, oar 
Reverend hero flutters and whirls about before his 
Psyche, preluding in this way his visit to his royal 
highness. The Abbe Bernis did just so in order 
to attract the notice of Louis XV. His madrigals 
had unvailed the witty courtier and opened for him 
the way to favor. He was protected by Madame de 
Fompadour, who at that time could do any thing ex- 
cept to soften the austere virtue of old Cardinal de 
Fleury, who constantly refused to inscribe the name 
of the witty Abbot on the list of benifices, and iron- 
ically answered to the description made to him of 
the unpleasant position of M. de Bernis in these two 
verses so well known as being written by the young 
Abbot 5 

Quand on salt aimer et plaire 
A-t-on besoiu d'autres biens ? 

But the reigns of Pompadour and Du Barry have 
passed away as well as that of Dubois, and although 
Mr. Verren has before him these famous examples 
of the success of impudence and vice, yet he comes 
too late, for we are greatly deceived if he ever be- 
come either a bishop or a cardinal. 

Nothing is so soon forgotten as the remembrance 
of those privations with which we have been afflict- 
ed, except the appearance of those virtues which we 
should possess and practice. Mr. Verren evinces 
both these traits of character. If the prelate whom 
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w« have just mentioned acted as hehad don$, it was 
much later, and when fortune had quite spoiled him; 
however we must acknowledge in the abbot-cardinai 
a levity of mind which could hardly become enfeeb* 
led by age and in which it is impossible to discover a 
natural hardness of heart If at times he was unjust 
towards poverty and modest talent, it was without 
reflection, and never tor the pleasure of humiliating, 
and still less for that of vengeance j but he was really 
possesbcd of great intelligence. 

A trait in his character deserves mention here, 
since it is consonant with the pride of our poor man 
of Marseilles,' now become a rich apostle of the gospel. 

In one of his circuits the primate cardinal was 
received at Rhodes, the principal place in his 
diocese, with all the honors due to his high rank; 
he was fond of music ; one day he was told of 
a poor deserving minister who was officiating at a 
small parish out of towa, as being a singer of great 
merit. He replied that he would hear him after din- 
ner; the friends of the curate thought his for-^ 
tune would be made if he were so fortunate as to 
please the cardinal. The priest arrived and sung 
in his best manner. ' The cardinal was delighted 
with hearingsofine, so sonorbus a voice, and when 
the vocalist of the surplice had exhausted his stock, 
beckoning him with his ha id, ^ ad : *' Enough Abbot 

I am satisfied with you but you must be warm, 

7 
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I to the office* and refresh yourself. Thank 

yon, my lord, I sotnetimes sing, but I nerer driak 
there," replied the offended priest who was hhii* 
self at least of as high •extraction as M. de Bernis. 
That word caused the cardinal to reflect upon himself, 
and if he punished the bold&ess of the reply, though 
deserved, he did not, however, oppress his inferior. 

In his behaviour towards the family of Barbelet 
Mi, Verren ought to have imitated, though it had heen 
in his faults, the Abbot who had become a cardiiiaL 

The reader will pardon us this long digression from 
our subject, sometimes the mind must be elevated 
from the object which occupies it most» 

" A monster painted without art would be too unsightly to 
the eye." 

But to return to the history of our hero, there he is, 
a true drone in the clerical hive, distributing his salu- 
tations upon the right and left, curvetting here and 
stammering a compliment there, and appearing to 
give himself much ado, least he should be lost in the 
multitude of guests with no one to gaze upon him ; 
however it is no matter he will make amends for that 
at dinner. Silting near the prince he will wait for 
and seize if he does not start, the occasion of placing 
before him an impromptu which he has prepared for 
eight days past ; but alas in this world 

? tNBoe desigiiaiet in French the dinhig room for tervaBSli* 
and the celebiation of the holy mass,— hence the pun. 
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VaQitas vanitatnm 
£t omnia VaiiitasI 

m vague report reaches his^ ears ; he feels angry, h^ 
is uneasy, he is on the point of tearing his ruSe». so 
much is he vexed at this bad news. He sends a 
faithful emissary, and he iearns that his cover it 
placed far off from the royal guest whose welcome 
Ihey are celebrating, so very far that every hopeva!i»- 
ishes of setting up for a ready speaker and wit. In 
spite of himself he is obliged to be modest and re- 
searved. He caiinot accept this |»art, he will not ac- 
cept it ; pride overcomes reason. Under pretence 
that the place appointed for him was not suitable for 
his dignity, h« does not «vefi present himsielf in the 
saloon of reception ; perhs&ps he hopes even to shine 
by his absence, but he mistakes, it is scarcely re- 
marked, and he is as easily replaced there as «lse- 
where^ in fact it was soon forgotten that he was ever 
spoken of. The expense of his last toilet is nothing, 
his green-roora rehearsals are not entirely thrown 
away, they will do for another o<icasion, but hisinor- 
iification will bear it's own fruits* Never did a hissed 
actor or unsuccessful author curse more cordially a 
^* stupid majority.'* 

He considers how he shall best calm his wouniied 
•elf-losf. Heaven had nothing to do in this affaii, 
1)at he who pretends to be a minister endowed by the 
Almighty, ad4resses to hitn what he is pleased to 
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eall an injarjr rendered more aggravated, because It 
was premeditated. He is one of those men who 
know, however, to make a cover 

Of the interests of Heaven, for their own resentments. 

Pastor of a reformed worship he expects to be 
equal to the head of the Mother Church. By re- 
flecting on what remains for him to do, he is forced 
to yield to the humiliating conviction that his faults 
are caused by his too susceptible pride, and that if he 
speak of indignity, he will join ridicule to scandaL 
The fear of such a report keeps him within the 
bounds of prudence ; still the whole occurrence to- 
gether with his constrained position serves only to 
aggravate the wound. 

Meanwhile a newspaper very innocent in every res- 
pect gave all the details of the festive occasion ; every 
line of which caused new mortification to Mr. Verren. 
In his opinion every thing was ridiculous and stupid'; 
the description, the journal, the editor, the compiler, 
dinner, stewards, prince, poet, songs and toasts, were 
all that could cause nausea or provoke gaping almost 
as bad as a poor sermon : Mr. Verren has skill in 
that. 

This publicity given to the particulars of a festi- 
val which could not be brilliant when deprived of 
the lustre of his presence, suggested to him the idea 
to pour out all the bile by which he is suffocated 
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iqxNi the head of the homnrablefanettonary iTholmd 
done his best, who had respected etiquette and hi\r 
filled all the coartesies of soeieCy. 

He takes the pen in hand, but is troubled by hia ' 
own reflections, for occasionally he has some, lest 
by his style he should be recognized as a disappoial- 
ed guest, and as he was the only one dissatisfied he 
determines that he will not, this time, expose himself; 
he will wait a while. 

A more suitable opportunity soon offers. The 
journal which we have mentioned above devotes 
some lines in eulogizing a French public functionary 
who having obtained from his government leave of 
absence, came to spend sonie time with the French 
Consul General* Ah! this is a good chance for the 
eoward who is upon the watch ; quick, a most biting 
letter of the greatest severity against the man who 
would not permit him to sic down upon the coat- 
skirts of M. de Joinville. He will attack the son 
and the father-in-law together, and kill two birds 
with one stone. "Quick, my secretary, copy this 
foul pasquinade P' 

Of all the meanness which his cowardice is capa- 
ble of, we are now about to expose that which is 
most ridiculous as well as odious. We wish to show 
Mr. Verren under all his forms, and to leave oar 
readers nothing to desire. The following letter was 
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written by his hand, was composed by him, and was 
sent by him to the CodsuI General. Remember, il 
is a minister, a pastor, a man of education who bor- 
lows such language, such a style towards a high 
public functionary, and without any motive or pro- 
TOcatioD, or without a possible admissible excuse. 
Here nothing is disguised, it is indeed Mr. Verren 
who degrades himself, who underyalues himself at 
his own free will; his natural disposition breaks out. 
Had he confined himself to a spirited or witty anon- 
mous letter as he could, and certainly would have 
done had he known that a day would come when 
the real author would be revealed, we might perhaps 
have pardoned him ; for every honest man says' with 
the good Andrieux: 

Aux travers de I'esprit aisement je fais grdce, 
Mais les fautes du coeur, jamais je ne les passe. 

What after this are we to thtnk of the meditations 
and recollections of this divine, if alone and by him- 
self he do not fear to express himself in such terms ! 
But our readers are kept too long in suspense ; here 
is a specimen of Mr. Verren's style : 

" You impudent rascal, who disgrace the French 
name in this country, tell us in the columns of the 
famous Courier dea Etats-Unia, how many bottUs 
of brandy, and how many visits to the B 1 * 

* In the orlgiDal the word is written out 
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hftve yoa psid to that bribed, muzzled, conceited fel- 
low De Behr, to write in his asinine effusions, the 
ridiculous article concerning that other simpleton 
Haute ville, who is indeed worthy to be reckoned one 
of your family. Execrable brute^ brigand in look, 
in carriage and indeed, it is well for you never to 
walk without your two guardian angels as another 
has said, were it not for them I would slap you the 
first time that I encountered your disgusting snout." 

At the end of the volume we give a facsimile of 
the originaL 

The grossness of this piece of BilliDgsgate is suflS- 
cient to cover the author with eternal infamy. None 
of his shafts reached the point against which they 
were directed ; mud does not corrode marble. M. de la 
Forest was informed who was the author of this anon- 
ymous letter ; he was urged to use it as an instrument 
of his vengeance, but was contented to say in the 
language of J. B.Rousseau : 

Moi, j'aime mieux pardonner una injure. 
Que d'illustrer un faquin iguor^, 

but we who have as yet received no injury from Mr. 
Verren think differently, and shall therefore render 
notorious this sneaking black coat. 



CHAPTER VII. 



Man is an incomprehensible being! In studying 
bimw^e are often led to believe that the pagans were 
better than we, who worship the living and true God; 
at least their actions were compatible with their be- 
lief, and every one worshipped some particular divini- 
ty, under whose protection or influence he wished to 
place himself. The drunkard xlevoled hinkself to 
Bacchus, th^ Cyprian to Venus and honored Lucina. 
Warriors worshipped Mars, who never saw the base 
or coward among his officials; rogues, impostoni, 
thieves and lovers feared Jupiter, but enrolled them 
lelves under the wings of Mercury. For us — we 
acknowledge a Supreme Being, good by his essence, 
and though we all wish to honor and serve him, we 
commit all manner of crimes ; we are more guilty 
than heathens, for we are hypocritical and perjured. 
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Mr. Verren, as a clergyman, has betrayed all 
his duties, all bis obligations. He is hard to* 
wards the poor, perfidious to his friends, unfaith- 
ful to bis wife, a blasphemer of his Go J, and yet 
to hear him speak he is the wx>rtby apostle of the 
Holy Evangelist. It is not enough that he shews 
himself as a bad priest, as a man he is yet more 
incomprehensible. He whose passions are un- 
bridled, who feeds upon egotism, who delights in 
transferring his affections, who immolates friend, 
mistress and faith to the capricious wants that 
devour him ; keeps, however, the little constancy 
which heaven has given him, to the sole and last 
friend which remains to the poor. He is passion- 
ately fond of dogs, the living image of fidelity 
and devoted ness. He quits not the object of \ia 
protection any more than St. Roc leaves his qua- 
druped. 

Pour un homme tel que le notre. 
On doit litre surpris, je ciois 
Que Monsieur Verren, une fois, 
Ait su prendre &ui lui d'imiter un ap6tie. 

Our pious gentleman, it is Mr. Verren of whom 
we arc speaking, has a thousand cares and atten- 
tions for the canine race, which he refuses to the 
poor of his congregation. His purse is never 
opened to give a shilling to the indigent, and yet 



78 

h« has often paid fifty dollars for a dog, or for the 
services of a veterinary surgeon. Meat prepared 
by his orders, and often under his personal direo 
tion is furnished in abundance to bis canine favo- 
rites. You will ask of us reader, which race the 
gentleman prefers? that is yet an object of re- 
mark. 

Mr. Verren is not partial to the elegant and 
graceful greyhound , the intelligent and coquet- 
tish spaniel ; the fierce and courageous bulldog ; 
the active and persevering terrier ; the rapid and 
indefatigable hound ; or the patient and watchful 
pointer ; il is none of these, but it is the superb 
and lazy dog of Newfoundland. 

If we were not fearful of committing an unpar- 
donable sin in supposing that the worthy Rever- 
end expects to pass from this world to the regions 
of the damned, we would be led to believe that 
he is trying to make interest with Cerebus be- 
forehand in fiattering that guardian of his future 
home : but the idea that the pastor Verren ever 
thinks of preparing for himself a kind reception 
in the infernal mansion, cannot enter the mind of 
any one who considers the trouble he is at, and the 
efforts he makes to prepare for himself one of the 
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most incommodojis places that Dante has describ- 
ed as appropriated to the wicked. Wbjatever may 
be his real motives secret or apparent, it is never- 
theless true that he spends to procure dogs of 
that species, to feed them, or to cure them when 
sick, sums which would make many families easy, 
and misery less painful to the old Mr. Verren 
who in Mar^eilles'is closing his life in poverty. 

No one, says an old French proverb, is more 
prodigal than a miser when he commences an 
expensive life : wa may paraphrase this and say 
that no one is more generous and afTectionate to 
animals than he who makes sport of human af- 
fections. RTchelieu played with his cat«, and the 
blood which this prelate shed upon the scaffolds* 
can hardly be washed away by the tears which 
he caused to flow. However he spent whole 
hours in contemplating with delight the graceful 
movements of his kittens. Notwithstanding there 
was more anology, more physiological afRnity 
in the taste of this cardinal than can be found in 
this mania of M-. Verren, who seems to be a man 
of anomalies. 

In placing Mr. Anthony Verren in comparai- 
80Q with some great historical names we do our 
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best to avenge biro for not having approached the 
Prince de Joinville as near as he would have de- 
sired, but if our parallels are always de6cient; 
his notour fault, nor that of the great men whose 
names have dropped from our pen ; the fault is 
with Mr. Verren, so unfortunate in his prox- 
imity ; one would almost believe that it is his glory 
to be without model, without master, and without 
imitators ; if it be so, he has this time obtained our 
wishes that he may be gratified, and that with 
him may forever be extinguished the race of the 
deceitful and the hypocritical and above all of the 
anonymous slanderers. 

The most fatal gift, that heaven in its wiath has given to 
mortals. 



CONCLUSION. 



We have reached the end of the task we had 
imposed on us, and we think we neither hare 
said too much nor too little. 

If we had said more, we would have betrayed 
secrets which are not our own, and would have 
afflicted many families. We hare chosen our 
examples where the fewest wounds were to 
be re-opened ; where a too piercing light could 
not annihilate a sweet peaceful security. There 
are illusions which it is inhuman to destroy. 

If we had said more, we should also have been 
justly accused of malice, wickedness and ha* 
tred against a man who is quite a stranger to na. 

On another side, had we said less, our accnsa- 
8 
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tions becoming vague, would have been consid- 
ered as betraying a love of scandal, and a desire of a 
vulgar notoriety* which would have blunted oar 
atrowsi and taken away from our behaviour the 
character of moderation, difficult to be kept in 
the speciesy which we have endeavoured to main- 
tain. 

We have wished to be strong, just, true. We 
were forced then to be brief in the narration, spar- 
ing the number of the chapters, and prudent in 
the choice of the facts. 

We wished to establish four principal points : 

1. Hardness towards the poor. 

2. Dlssolutness of morals. 

3. Immorality in his principles. 

4. Habits of vice and calumny. 

We think we have accomplished this end ! our 
merit is limited not to have exposed, but to have 
dared to bring before the tribunal of public 
opinion, a man in the high position which Mr. 
Verren occupies, A word about ourselves per- 
haps will explain what will be called our great 
temerity. 

Engaged in France, during more than fifteen 
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years with the liberal opposition press, we have 
early fed upon the hatred for despotism, hypocrisy 
and Jesuitism. In a daily controversy and daily 
becoming more animated, we have oflen paid by 
our liberty, and our fortune, till in 1830 we had 
also payed by our person, our sincere attachment 
to the public liberty. 

The first success of the revolution of 1830 
changed our offensive position^ But when that 
great republican victory was not any longer 
considered, and only treated as a simple event, 
we were not then permitted by circumstanced 
to reassume the part we had fulfilled, against 
a dynasty to which we had never been tied by any 
sentiment of gratitude or personal obligation. We 
then thought of gaining a position which in future 
would be less liable to change, than is generally 
obtained by the spirit of public parties. 

Since our residence in the United States, very 
nearly six years, our views have been directed 
to public and agricultural economy ; nevertheless 
we have not spent our leisure in idlei^ess. A 
confidential but always a befitting collaboration, 
which we are always ready to avow, has often oc- 
cupied our time when not otherwise employed, 
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and has served to direct us, and to invite us 
to reassume our French editorial and literary 
habits. It is when a temporary truce suspends 
these sports of our pen, that more materials than 
was necessary to reanimate that antipathy we 
have always felt for scamps and hypocrites were 
placed into our hands and called us from our fri-/ 
▼olous compositions. In grasping vice, if we 
may use the expression, in a mortal strugle, we 
are obeying feelings as innate to our heart, as is 
the forgetfulness of every virtue to the man whom 
we attack. We war not against the moral character 
which we delight to honor, and with which he has 
been fortunate enough to clothe himself. One of 
us must necessarily succumb in the contest which 
we have deliberately undertaken, and for oursel- 
ves we do not fear the issue. The noise of his 
fall would not even disturb the silence of the sol- 
itude where we love to dwell. 

Unknown and still more, a stranger to the so- 
ciety of New- York, we expect nothing from it ; 
neither praise nor blame, persecution nor ven- 
geance, thanks nor felicitations. Upon our pas- 
sage we have attacked an evil doer, as a traveller 
crushes a viper beneath his feet. His action is 
natural but not meritorious ; even so do we esteem 
our own. 



FAC SIMILE. 



It is with the original letters which we hare in 
our hands as with the other materialsy the dif- 
ficulty is in choosing the one least offensive to 
morality and modesty, least wounding to partic- 
ular persons. We think that the one which we 
have given, answers our end perfectly well, at 
least we assure the reader that it is the least dan- 
gerous under these various bearings. 

Ab lino disoe omnes. 

All the Other documents, letters, witnesses, reports, 
rumours, &c. &c., wo keep in reserve to aid 
us, not in attacking, for we never, like the ass 
kick the dead lion, but in defending ourselves, if 
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audacity and folly join themselves to traduce us, 
either before a court of justice, or in public 
opinion, bec&use of this publication. 

We hope that our moderation will be apprecia- 
ted. 

The/ac simile which follows can not effect the 
person for whom the original was written ] we 
will therefore be excusable for giving it a publi- 
city, which becomes indispensable to our task. 

N. B. The words as "Another has said" which begins 
the antepenultimate line, are not as one would believe a 
simple trivial expression, but an allusion to another bad 
oomxx>sition which Mr. Verren ihas clothed in dramatic 
form by a certain, Mr. M— — e and in which he made 
Bir. de la Forest and several other respectable persons play 
a part. This interlude in one act, of which a very few 
copies were printed, composed on the occasion of the 
visit of the Prince de Joinville, has been distributed by 
its authors, who have had the courageous modesty to remain 
anonymous. Tne whole of it Is meanly written, without 
wit, without point, without taste, and in no respect could 
fix the attention^ aud deserves from us no other notioe« 



Rev. antoine verrejn, 
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UN MOT DE L'AUTEUR. 



Relata refexo. 



Lb hazard a &it tomber eotre nos mains left 
preoTes d'ane habitude de difiamatioD d'ane na- 
ture 81 allarmante pour la society, que pendant 
longtemps nous avons hesit^ a croire le temoi- 
gnage de nos yeux et de nos oreilles: notre 
esprit devenoit rebele k la conviction. Mais 
enfin il a fallu nous rendre a I'^vidence. Toutes 
lea d-marches que nous avons faites ne sent 
renues qu'ajouter a la masse de preuves et de 
renseignements que nous poss^dions. 

Un autre embarras a surgi: le coupable est 
nil pr^tre : non un pr^tre pauvre» obscur, malade« 
chagrin, morosey mysanthrope, Heraclite— ^agot, 
il est au contraire riche, honor^, florissant de 



iant^, gaiy jovial, aimant le monde et so riant 49 
touty fort bien 

I la Coax et i la Tille. 

CLue faire? le livrer a la justice ordinaire? pro- 
Toquer des debats ou se deronleroit une 86rie 
d'iniquites penibles et cruelles a raconter pour 
les temoins ou les victitnes ; r^Toltantes a eeouter 
pour les juges, le jury; dangereuses a publier 
dans leur efirayante simplicity? et pourquoi? 
pour obtenir. une miserable reparation p^cuniaire 
et laisser dans les annales de New York le sou- 
▼enir imp^rissable d'un scandale ailligeant pour 
la morale ct la religion f 

Nous avons murement pense a ces choses et 
nous avons abandonne toute idee de voie judi- 
tiaire provoquee par nous, pret cependant ^ 
nous defendre si on nous attaque, restant fidele 
k ce principe : 

« Qui veut ki paix se pr^paie & la guerre^" 

Nous pouvions garder le silence et laisser 
au ciel le soin du chatiment : mais nous avons 
regarde autour de nous et noua sommes trouv^ 
entour^ d'une jeune epouse^ de jeunes filles, de 
soBurs pour lesquelles nous avonA craint le poison 
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d*ttne Uche calomnie. Le moindre contact area 
ce pretre nous en faisoit un ennemi ; il lui eut 
^i6 si facile de lire dans nos yeux le mepris que 
ses actions nous inspirent! et notre famille de- 
venoit sa premiere victime, la plus sure afrapper 
pour nous atteindre au coeur. Nous nWons done 
pas heske. Ce pretre est une hydre qu*on consom- 
meroit un vain temps a attaquer, a harceler : il 
faut Tabattre d'un seul coup, et, peut-^tre sommei 
nous en cette circon stance F humble instrument 
dont )e ciel se sert, pour punir ici bas Pimple su^ 
]e sol m^me oil il est devenu criminel ? 

Fort de notre conscience, de nos motifs; per* 
«nad6 que nous accomplissons un devoir quelqua 
facheux qu'il soit, nous prenons I'initiative du com. 
bat. Nous ne redoutons rien du mechant bien 
qa'il paroisse si vedoutable k d'aatres. Le por- 
ters demasque devient un cadavre que nuUe pair 
•ance humaine ne sfiuroit galvaniser ni faire revir 
¥re. 

Nous ne souhaitons h, M. A. Yerren ni sa mort, 
ni la perte temporal re de sa libert^; ni, par amende, 
dommages-et-inter6ts, ou v^nale transactioQ* U 
morcellement de la fortune qa*il a acquise en 09 
pajfs. Ctu'il s'^loigne d'uoe soci^te ok d^aormaiff 



il ne saoroit Tirre en paix, et nous onblierons que 
mtoe il a occupe qaelqaes uns de nos moments. 
Lai aussi a une famille, et pour pea qu'il lui reste 
une etincelle de pudear il jugera qui de lui ou de 
nous est le plus h plaindre et qui des deux a le 
mieux rempli les obligations que lui, impose sa 
position dans le monde. 

Les gens veritablement religieux ne seront pas 
plosaflectes du ch&timent m^riteque nous inflige* 
ons &M. A. Verren, que les gens de probite ne sont 
scandalises a la condamnation d'un scelerat ; nous 
nous mettons, a I'avance audessus des clamours 
des sots et des mechants qui vont nous assaillir 
de lotttes parts, sachant trds bien que 

Le» lots depoU Adam sont en majoriU. 

Si M. A* Yerren ne se flit Hvte qu'it ses Ticet 
•I il see d^faats secrets nous n'aurions jamais song^ 
^ soulever an coin du manteau qui le cachott au 
monde, mais la l^hete dont il a fait preuve danS 
ses habitudes de calomnies epistolaires, le chagrin 
dont il a abreuve quelques unes de ses victimes, 
nous ont convaincu qu'il ne suffisoil pas d*eviter 
avec soin sa society p9ur ^tre^ Tabri de ses traits, 
et dte lors nous Tavons redoute poar nous^poor no* 



Ire &milleetnos amis. Cest on serpent sous Fherbe; 
I'eclat da grand jonr le frappe d'inertie et d'im* 
puissance pour le mal ; notts ne lui laissons que 
le &eQlt^ de rouloir et de pratiquer le bien^ qu'il 
la mette k profit et neons sommes satisfait 

Ktw Vork^ 29 Decemtre^ 1839. 

P. BARTBBI.1XT. 



AVANT-PROPOS. 



Fait i8t& qnondam in h4o repabUcft 
Tirtus, ut yiii fortes acnoribas sup- 
pliciis, oivem penuoiosiim, quam 
hoetem acerbisaimnm coeicerent. 
OiCm OiitiHnmrft. 



Ek ecriTant son tartufe I'auteur a voulu pein* 
dre et a peint en efiet un des vices qui desoloient 
son si^le ; ce n'est pas un seul homme que Mo- 
lidre a traduit et immole sur la sceney c'est une 
infirmite morale d'autant plus redoutable qu'elle 
se cache et se prodait sous les avantages les plus 
trompeursi sous les dehors les plus seduisans. 

Fallit enim vitium, specie virtutis et umbri. 
Cam sit triste habitu vultaqae et veste severum. 

Jitvenol. 

Un tartufe grossier n'est pas redojitable^ mais 
qui peut se defendre des perfides desseins de ce- 
lui que nos moeurs, notre croyauce religieuse, 
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4 i'«vftnee,. aa^^tre confiimee, 4 not unpects, It netr^ 
-Teo^ratioo ? Lea loia de toulea lea iratioin «e vjaamt 
contre qaiconqne profile de sa position, ou de no- 
tie bonne foi pour s'emparer de toute ou d'ane par- 
tie de notre fortune ; mais quelles loia fletrissent 
le tartufe qui, a Taide du masque de la religion, 
pen^tre nos secrets ou nos afiairesde famille pour 
en abuser selon ses passions ; s^e le deshonneur 
au foyer conjugal, et, loin de la guider, egare et 
fletrit rinnocence de nos iilles? 

Scire volant secieta doini3ls» atque inM timeti. 

Les (Buvres tenebreuses de ce tartufe, nos Iqis ne 
peuvent les atteindre, parceque le mystere dont il 
s'envelope lui assure presque tonjours rinipunite 
et que trop Bburent le m^me manteau qui im- 
|M)se a notre credulite devient le palladium it 
I'aide duquel il se rit, sans craiote, dies angdisaes 
de ses victimes. 

Mais si trop souvent la crainte d'un faux scan- 
dale vient a Pappui de rinsullisance des lois peur 
chatier le mechant, il est dans nos institutions un 
moyen efficace d^arracher au vice le masque dont 
il se couvre, et de le Uvrer ainsi aux supplices les 
plussevdres que nos moeurs puissent infliger. On 
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I'eslime publique celui qui foule aux pie48 tonta 
^rta, plus craelle sera la peine dont on le frap* 
pera. 

Notre position, celle que.le devoir nous iropo8e« 
est plus penible que la position que son genie 
avait faite a Moliere. Lui fut libre de broyer see 
couleurs, de nuancer ses teintes, de crayonner sea 
portraits, de dessiner ses personnages ; son ima- 
gination lui creoit un champ vastequMl put dispo- 
ser a son f^re, selon son gotit et ses vues ; il en 
fit une cBuvre immortelle, tant dans son cadre da 
fantaisie Part lui montra la n^cessite de se rappro* 
cher du vrai. C'est a lui qu'Horace aurait pu 
dire: 

iStads oujusqua ootandi sunt tibi mores. 

Pour nous, notre t&che est inverse, paroeque no- 
treheros a ete si fort au dela du vrai, que, bien que 
force de respecter la verite de ses actions, il nous 
devient penible de nous renfermer dans le simple 
r^cit du vraisemblable. 

Le vrai peut quelquefois n'etre pas vxaisemblable. 

Le vice du siecle de Moliere s *est, en se per- 
aonnifiant dans notre heros, tellement perfectionne 
que le tartufe dramatique n'est plus qu'une ^bau- 
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c6te plus beureux que Moliere nous n'avons paa 
a fronder le yiee dominant de notre socieie ; nout 
n'avons, nous, qu'a marquer an front le b^ta ve* 
nimeuse. Ce n'est pas a une majorite corrompo* 
que nous nous attaquons, c'eitt a un de ces hom^ 
mes 

Fel in coxde, fraus in factis. 

heureusement isoles, sans autre autorite qu'une 
position usurpee« que nous nous en prenons ; lut 
arracher le masque nous suffit; la socieie sera 
vengee par I'ostracisme volontaire qn4I saura 
s'imposer, et notre merite, fort mince, sera d'avoir 
dit la verite. Est-il done si difficile de la dire 
que nous puissions m^me y trouver un merite ? 
nouy mais, c'est un devoir et nous sanrons Fac- 
eomplir. 

Ce n'est pas seulement au nom de la religion 
outrages par Tun de ses premiers ministres que 
nous publions cet ecrit, mais c'est au nom de tout 
ce quechacun considere de plus cher et de plus 
sacre, quelque soit do reste le culte auquel il ap- 
partienne,le dogmequ'il professe,que nous avons 
entrepris cette publication. Pen importe que 
nous soyons ou ne soyons pas le compatriote, le 
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condisciple, le confrere, Tami, le confident^ I'eD- 
ikemi oa le proxenete de rhomme qae noas voa- 
ons k la vindicte publique, notre plume trace la 
yeriie« peut-^ire pas toute la verite, mais certaine- 
ment pas plus que la verite. Nous accompliV 
sons UQ devoir sacre pour nous'qui comptons dans 
la socreie comme citoyen, comme fils« comme 
epou^c, comme frere, comme pere, et qui, a tant de 
litres, devons proteger le toll domestique. 

La loi Atnericaine impose a chacun le droit 
de saisir le delinquant, et nous, nous pratiquont 
fette maxime salutaire. 

Q)io quisqae peocat, in eo pimietii^. 



NOTICE BIOGRAPHIQUE. 



Antoine Yerren, naquU k Marseilles, de 
parens rien moins que fortunes. Cependant sod 
Education ne fut pas negligee. II ^ annonga de 
bonne beure d'heureuses dispositions. Une in- 
telligence facile, souple et precoce^ lui concilia 
Paffection de ses professeurs, roais kn^e trop 
jeune encore dans un inonde oil il ne lui etoit per- 
mis que de briller dans I'ombre, Yerren dut tour- 
ner ses efforts vers le meilleur moyen d*occuper 
«n the^re oil sa vaniie naturelle put se satisfaire. 

Les exploits militnires de Tempi re avaient et^ 
les premiers chants de gloire qui eussent relenti a 
•es oreilles, maia trop enfant encore pour ?uivre 
le torrent qui entrainoit alors toute la jeunesse de 
FtancCi et naturellement trop timidepour se com- 
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plaire aax hazards de la guerre, Verren dirigea 
868 yues d'uQ au:re c6te. 

Des Etudes assez etendues 8ur Thistoire natu- 
relle Pavaient deja conduit a adopter desprio- 
cipes qui sont loin d'etre en parfaite harmonie 
avec ceux dea saintes ecritures ou du dogme de 
Rome, et il penchoit alors vers une opposition, a 
la t^te de laquelle, apres les philosophes du 18e. 
siecle, sont venus se placer nos savans contempo* 
rains. Souienir et prouver I'indestructibilite de 
la matiere etoit une entreprise, non pas pent-^tre 
aitdessus de sa conviction ni du genre de ses 
occupations litteraires^nwis cette entreprise exige- 
oit du travail, de la perseverance, et Verren n'est 
porte ni a Pun ni a I'autre Le monde avoit 
pour lui des charm es qae Paridite de Petude, le 
temps de se faire un nom, et son manque de for- 
tune Pemp^hoient de gouter. 11 renonga done a 
se distinguer parmi les naturalistes, afin de s'as- 
surer une existence immediate plus douce, plus 
facile, plus aisee. 

La restauration couroil deja ^ reculons vers le 
beau temps des abus du saint siege. La chance 
^toit belle, il eut le bon esprit de la saisir. La vie 
claustrale ne s'accordant pas avec ses dispositions 
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puiSi^titM il ievitfot tioiple ^we eHMrne da fa* 
Mid toie de Geney«, oil, sans de severes ^preuvet 
t^mioairieDned il se contente de recevoir la sim- 
ple ordiDaiion suivant le rite du culte Tefbrm^. 
Le voiia done entre dans les ordres non par vo- 
cation ni par conviction, mais par n^cessit6 ou 
par ambition, eoaune on prend un etat, oo choistC 
une profession, 

Ce fut a Ferney, sejour cre^ et illus(r6 par Vol- 
taire que Verren debutadans sanouvelle carriere. 
Pasteur de I'endroit il en devint bientot I'idole* 
Les tourelles, I'oratoire, les bosquets du ch4teau 
ont eie les teoioius^ mais terooins silencieux etdis- 
<^ets de niilie pro.uesses di verses qui n'avoient 
pas pour objet TediiicaUon de son troupeau Nous 
aussi nous serons muet et ne red irons pas les 
scenes oil le heros que nous allons chanter fut 
acleur heureux et infatigable. Cependant il est 
un terme aux feiicites d'ici bas; M. A. Verren ctn 
est la preuve II quitte son presbytere, y lais- 
sant ouverte, pent ^t re pour 'd'aulres, une certaine 
porte qu'une tendre sollicitude avoit fait percer 
dans Fintention de rapprocher les distances, car 
bien que tout chemin m^ne 4 Rpnie, le plus 
court, en intrigues comme en geometrie, est toil* 
jours le meilleur. 
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il laisst done Feroey, Eglise, ch&teau, presbytdre, 
grottes et p^nit^ntes, tout enfin, pour yenir k New 
York, pousse par cette insatiable ambition qui Ut 
porta de Marseilles h. Geneve, ou conduit peut-^tre 
par une main invisible pour j devenir un grand et 
terrible enseignement moral. 

Le Toiei done en Am^rique, monde inconnu et nou- 
veaupour lui ! du'y apporte-t-il ? Une conscience 
et un esprit souples ; de la ^auserie, un brillant ver- 
nis d'instrnction, Pusage du mbnde, de bonnes ma* 
nitres, un ext^rieur agreable. 

Quid dignum tanto feret hie promissor hiatu ? 

Son premier soin fat d'apostasier et de se soumef- 
tre ^ une nouvelle imposition des mains d'un 
4v6que, annullant ainsi I'inkpetration sacree 4e Gen- 
dve et revoquant la foi qu'il avoit profess^e ^ Ferney. 
II est ^ peine t§^ de 25 ans^ et de materialiste il 
s'est fait calviniste pour ensuite passer Episcopa-* 
lien. Sa derni^re confession cst-elle la plus sin- 
cere? 

Admis dans les cercles les plus distingu^s il s^y fit 
ais^ment remarquer ; promu ^ la chaire du culte 
Episcopal Frangais il se promet d'y developper toutes 
les ressources de son esprit, toutes les gr&ces de sa 
personne. II veut paroitre un saint pour que les 
femmes le voient un ange. II r^ussit. II fait sensa-* 
tioD. Ses sermons n'ont rien de trop austere, rien 
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de uop'moDdain ; il sait 6tre neaf sans 6Cre norateor; 
fans se montfer sap^rieur il troare Part de se faira ^ 
«outer apr^s tabt d'autres. Sa toix est douce, insifia- 
ante, persuasive ; elle rend moins grav<e, motns re- 
^oatable, pour I'auditoire, la morale du pur et saint 
^vangile ; ses ezemples sont tous habiiement choi- 
ns. Enfin nouvel Orphi^e tout s'emeat \ ses accords. 
Le marbre s'^branle, s'agite, se fagnnne, et tout ejr 
prds pour lai s'eBve & grands frais un temple yrai 
module de bon gotit, de luxe, d'M^gance et de beauti 
classique. Clu'il est fier sous ce portique sacr^ ! 
Ctu'il est pompeuseraent arrogant au centre de cettt 
nef, sous ce d^me artistement travaillfe; quMl est 
t)nctueusenient orgueilleux dans cette -ehaire du haat 
de laquelle il domine une foule qui se laisse alter an 
charme du plus sacr^ des prestiges ! Ce n'est plus 
I'humble disciple de Jesus-Christ discourant dans le 
temple, c'est le superbe pontife fulminant ses arrets. 
Verren est vfaiment grand, noble, seduisant dans ct 
moment, le plus beau peut-^tre qu'il lui soit d6sor- 
mais permis de goftter ici bas. Cette position si 
digne d'envie, cette r^alit6 de ses r^ves d'Europe, il 
l^exploitera non dans rint6r6t de la religion, mais 
dans celui du feu qui embrase son sang. 

Le pupitre est pour lui la voiite ^th^r^e du haut de 
laquelle, nouvel astre vivifiant, il dardera de ses ray- 
ons la fleur la plus fuave. Le parterre qui se forme 
et se grouppe sous ses pieds comprend touteles jolies 
femmes de New Yort Toutes k Tenvi I'une de Tai^ 



tiey^yieanent entendre la roil dn notiteatt pr^diei- 
liiir j le ienkpie est desormats im tfae&tre od TiianM* 
mi^ iniBtraBi^ntale et voeale inttel&t A'eflcHrts et de t»- 
Imi^ Mssi k faide •ecoutt. 

Sid tait ad celebres cultissima fsemina lados. 

Yerren s'attachera ^ ses ouailles, non pqur les 6di- 
fier mais pour les perdre, les corrompre. Le foorbe 
^mise ea leur pr^ence toutes les finetsea du kunr 
gttage le plus aduiateur, le plos seduisant, et en ar- 
nidre 11 ^zprune poar elles le m^pris le plus profond. 
S'il vaste en face la d^licatesse de leurs gr&ces, en 
•ecr&t il se d^dommage de cette contrainte que sa 
malignity s'est imposee ; telle belle qu'il a louee 4 
ootrance, qu'il a jur^ ^tre digne du plus beau tr6ae 
4e U terre, que bient5t aprds il trarestit en orneinent 
indispensable d'ane etude d'ost^ogie; il se eroit 
apiritnel,alors qu'il n'est qu'impertinent, en r^petant 
ee Ten oalembonrg. 

** MoA esptk en saetet l^appeloit & ir^gnef.'* 

Oest par cette insolente sentence qu'il tennine ses 
tirades abusives sur les jolies Am6ricaines, lorsque 
tontefois il n'attaque pas leurs m<Burst car alors il est 
plus cruel encore. 

Ce langage indecent que tient M. Verren dans ses 
^panchemens intimes ne seruit qu'un vice d'esprit 
que nous n*aurions pas m&me cite s'il eut M seul^ et 
•i notre t^he n'ietolt pas de le iBontrar tel qu'U esK 
au peupie de New York 
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Bans les mat^risni qcie nons arons r^anis pour 
Bfytre travail nous avons ^t^ force de mettre de c6t^ 
beau^poup de faits et d'anecdotes qui concernent des 
fauiillea hoaorables dont notre publication eut pu 
Croubler injustement le repos. Nous ne voulons pas 
laire de scandale, bien que beaucoop de scandale nai- 
<ra de nos revelations, mais ce scandale a'«st pas no> 
tre ouvrage en propre, et nous n'^crirons rien au deU 
^e ce qui nous devieut strictement n^essaire pour 
atteindre le but que nous nous proposons: demasquer 
Ve fourbe^ 

Npus avons aussi n^glig^ de citer mille intrigues 
de sacristiej mille basses et mis^rables menses qu'll 
adirig^es tant6t pour Eloigner tel conseiller et faire 
^lire tel autre ; tant6t pour annul ler, par escammo- 
tage, une decision qui n'entroit pas dans ses vues ; 
tantdt pour passer des devis pour la construction, les 
changemens, les embellissemens de I'egUse; tant6t 
pour faire adopter tels termes du bail de telle ou tell^ 
propriety de la congregation, etc. etc. 

Tout cela, disons nous, a ete ^oarte de notre sujet, 

bien qu'il nous eut kih facile d»en tirer parti pour re- 

pr6senter M. A. Verren comme un ruse homme dlif- 

faires p1ut6t qu'bonndte et desinterresse pasteur ; 

mais pour dtre bl^mable il ne sauroit etre criminel k 

nos yeux en raison de ces memes faits . Nous I'a- 

vons saisi ailleurs, ou plut6t partout, excepts dans 

la sacristie et dans son manage, parceque Ik nous 1^ 
2* 



jtlgfOM 4 1'abri de la jumdietjoA de h pnesst* Ea 
tenmBaat nous .toettous siacdreBiiQiU le vcpa ^m^ 
ee double saactuaice que sous arons sespeci^ de^ 
Tieime pour lui le port nsaurk oit il paisse se t^own.* 
oilier arec ses deroirs^ Toiler I'adat de ses faules 
ec donaer lii sa jeuae /aniUe au moitts I'exemple d«i 
Teitna dones(ii|uea. 



CHAPITRE PREMIER. 



SX.TEAHUa BOKBSTXQUa* 



Ce ehapitre sera le pi as coart de tous^ eeux qiit 
nous arons consacres & chanter Dotre h^ros. Nous 
leroDS remarquablemeoC concis, aon pas que la ma- 
tidre nous manque, mais nous Toulons rester fiddle & 
ee.principe salutaire que, lors de la discussion des 
lois sar la liberte de la presse, M. Royer Collard for- 
mula ainsi k la tribune de la chambre des deputes : 
"Laviepri?^ doit *fre murec.'* Mur^ en effet 
pour nous sera celle de M. A. Verren que nous n'a- 
Tons saisi qu'au dehors^ parceque R, en sa quality 
d'homme public, 11 nous appartient depuis les pieds 
Jusques ^ la t^te. Nous avons le droit, et nous pr6- 
tendons en user dans toute sarigueur, de scruter sa 
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condaite, d'interroger s^s actes, de sender sa pens^e, 
de divulguer ses actions quelles qu'elles soient. Noas 
n'avons pas cru toutefois que la cour de sa maison fit 
partie du m^Dage, et nous avons cousacre un clia~ 
pitre k montrer ce qui s'y passe habituellement ; hon 
deU tout dans son int^rieur est mur6 pour nous 

Les circonstances caracteristiques de son mariage 
arec I'une des demoiselles Hamersley ne sont pat 
encore eflfacees de la memoire du public ; on a pa 
croire que I'amour avoit tresse de ses mains la guir- 
lande conjugate et convert de roses et de myrthesles 
ehatnes de I'hymen. Soit ! nous n'avons rien ^ dire 
et laissons ^ tout autre le soin de conter les d^lices d« 
cette nouvelle Ariane. 

Mais avant cet auteur k venir et nous, Horaet 
atoit dit : 

Stc visum veneris ; cui placet impares, 
Formas atque animos sub juga ah^iea 
SsBVo mittere com jooo. 

Semper habet lites altemaque jurgia lectus. 
In quo nuptia jacet ; minimum dormitur in illo. 

Sed notat hunc omnia domus et vicinia tota» 
Introrsom tuipem, speoiosum pelle decor&. 



CHAPITRE SECOND. 



Nihil est tamyolucre quam maledio* 
tttni, nihil facilins emittitiir, nildl 
eittus excipiuir, nihil laUus damtpth 
tur. 



Vires acquiiiteundo. 



Calomitilte, Monsbigneur^caknttttieft, 
il en reste tonjours quelque cfaoie. 

La calomnie !....j'ai vu les plus hon- 
netes gens pros d'en dtre icxaa6». 



l^rm^ Virgile ju8qQ*3L BeAumarchais et 4«])ttii 
i1i«it«ar An mmriage do Pigato jasqu*^ iiotre r^v^retid 
hkffMj la calouMMe a ^i^coMiiMf^ ^vtn^ uiie timt 



dangereuse, infaillible : elle est au mechant ce que le 
poison est au meurtrier; elle a frappe sa victime 
arant m^ me que son existence soit soup^onn&e, et 
lorsqu'elle r^v^lesa presence, il estdej^ trop tard, le 
mal est fait, il avance, il se'propage, il corrode, il d^« 
trait et aneantit I'dtce auquel il s e^t attach^. Baour 
de Lormian et avant lui J. B. Rousseau nous ontjlaiss^ 
de belles odes, de beaux vers sur la calomnie, mait 
que sont ces pensees du genie auprds des (Buvres t6- 
nebreuses du reverend Verren ? Ce que nousallons 
dire n'est pas creation de notre imagination, noua 
avons les pieces originates entre les mains pour con- • 
fondre I'auteur des lettres anonymes sMl poussait 
I'audace et I'impudeur jusqu'^ vouloir mSme tenter 
de nier. 

Dans un autre chapitre, on verra le parti que M. 
Verren tirait non pas de ses avantages personnels 
seuls, mais encore de sa position ei honorable, pour 
choisir les objets qu'il jugeoit propres k satisfaire sei 
d^sirs. Plus tard nous pourrons montrer qu'il est 
peu scrupuleux quant k P&ge et ^ la couleur ; nouveau 
joQonde il aime ^ chanter, 

Partout ou j'fti voyag^, 
Suivant les pays j'ai change. 

toutefois et bien qu'il soit prince de sacristie, Ic 
Joconde en soutane a renconfr^ des vertas rtbel- 
les. S'il ^cbone dans ses tentatives,^i les premiers 
ii)dice^ de ses d^claratioqis soat re^us avec un ni4- 



pris ^loquemment sileocieux, alors son cceur s'onvre 
tu seutihient de la vengeance ; la halne y germe et 
tout lui devient bon pour satisfatre I'lmp^ieuz be* 
8oin auquel il est en prote ; malheur en ce cas d. qui- 
eonque a provoque son ire. 

Get homme cependan-t qui se joue ^ plaisir de Pin- 
nocence, de la tranquillite, de la reputation et de la 
fortune d'autrui, est non s^ulement Pesclave de ses 
riles passions, mais il devient un facile instrument 
que font mouvoir 3l leur gre les coniidens ou les com- 
plices de ses mauvaises actions. On diroit que chez 
lui I'occasion de faire le mal soit une bonne fortune; il 
suffit de le lui indiquer, et, furet actif, il boulleverse 
tout le terrein qui se trouve sous ses pas pour decou- 
Trir et frapper sa victime qu'il ait ou non k s'en plain- 
dre. Dans plus d^une circonstance oil ce malheu- 
reuz penchant I'a entraine M. Verren ne sauroit 
s*expliquer ^ lui-mSmc, et moins encore le confesser 
k autrui, le motif, reel, secret, cache de sa noir- 
ceun Ce laisser-aller qu'il a pour la vice et le 
mal, Pen rendent la victime ; il s'y livre avec 
delices, avec un entrainement qui tient pour 
ainsi dire d'une delirante fatalite. Nous le voy- 
ons, nous le jugeons maintenant pieces sur ta- 
ble; nous le voyons servir aveugl^ment les petites ja- 
lousies d'une femme qu'il croit dominer parcequ*ii 
I'a rendue coupable ; aller beaucoup an deU de ce 
qu'elle sollicitoit adroitement de lui, et apres s'l^tre, 
ftinsi engage dans une mauvaise voie, s'y ^ncourager 
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josqu*^ ce qu*il ait hoDte lui-rotoede s^$p>ippr^f9^ 
ehsy mais toajours trop tard pour reparer Je xsal qu'U 
a produit, les larmes qa'il a fait verser, les angQtq^of 
q^'il a caus^es. 

Nous nous cbargeons done, dans ce chapitre, et 
autant qa*il est en nous, d'une t&che audessus de «e8 
forces. 

Par^ii Qombre de faits que nous pourrions ciler, 
nous c hois issons le suivant, parcequ'il est d'une y6- 
^ rit6 si cruellc que seul il suffit pour peiodre M. Yer- 
ren, et qu'en m^tne temps nousrendons 3l la personne 
qui a ete sa victime, non pas seulement une eclat- 
tan te et juste reparation, mais encore lui procurons 
UQ repos que la lachete de ]*ennemi invisible qui la 
poursuivoit lui a ravi depuis longtemps. 

Mademoiselle * * * • que nous nommerions avec 
autant de plaisir que de respect, se vouoit, k New 
York. 3l I'enseignement particulier. Ses talens, son - 
Education, sa conduite, ses mceurs, Tamenite et I'ex- 
quise urbanit^ de ses mani^res lui avoient concilia 
Pestime, Tamitie et la recommendation des families 
\ei plus honorables de la ville. 

Presentee au pasteur de l^Eglise Episcopale Fran* 
.Saiae, MademoiseJle • • * * trouye en M. Verren 
4in ministre qui, m^ettant de cdte, une aost^itfi 
fMftdanie, sait^ mtontref digne, par son i«straciioii.fli 
^ea belies manias, de^la haiite missitin ^ui lui Ml 
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confi^ei Le r^^^rend est aussi sous cette inflaeace 
secrete, mais pleine de charmes que nous ^prou^ons 
dans la soci6t6 d*une femme spirituelle, aimable sanH 
coquetterie, et parleuse sans bavardage. II Pengage 
2l frequenter I'Eglise Episcopale, et bien que le culte 
tju^on y professe ne sbit pas le sien, le d6sir d'enten- 
dre prfecher en Fran^ais, porte Mademoiselle ^ * ♦ ** 
^ se rendre 4 I'iniritatioB. 

M. Verren, qui cberche toujours k se m^ler dei 
affaires d'autrui, s'est bientdt initio k la position de 
Bz nouvelle connaissance ; il offre ses services aveo 
d^autant plus d'empressemenr qu'il n'y a pour lui qcie 
de la satisfaction ^ se faire le protecteur du heritable 
m^rite; mais ses efforts, s'ils sont sincdres, restent 
superffus ; Sa protegee a des amis plus beureux & la 
•crvir. • 

Une circonstance, tr^s insignifiante du reste, per- 
met k M. Verren de trouver pour Mademoiselle ♦ • • • 
un logement qui paroit convenable. Ce logement 
fait partie d'une belle maison lou6e par le reverend 
pour le miiri d'une jeune dame, jolie et dbu^e d'un 
esprit naturel qui, pour brUler, n'avoii rien k emprun- 
ter i une m^moire orn^e par le fruit d'utiles ou de si- 
nenses Etudes. Ce contact journalier de deux carac- 
t^res feminins si peu homogdnes devoit amener un 
r^sultat facb?ux, ijo^vitable. L'unepolie, causeu^e 

sans abandon; d^daignant une victoire facile^ se born- 
3 
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ant h hire pressentir sa, sap^riorite iaod en profi- 
ter I Vautre enjou^e, gaie, foltoe, a son aise et dans 
8a sphere lorsque la conversation se tenoit terre*^- 
terre, mais embarrassee, contrainte, humiliee lors. 
que Ton yenoit a traiter des questions de saine 
pfailosophie, ou bien lorsque la discussion, ame- 
nee par des gens de merite, embrassoit Fhtstoiret 
la litterature, la science ou la politique. Tres 
Yers6e dans la fluctuation des marches ou le ca- 
quetta^e domestique, mais etrangere k tout autre 
sujet, d'abord reduite a elle-m^me, la maitresse 
de la maison devora en silence sa consciencieuse 
nuUite; maiselleeut de I'humeur ; puis la ma- 
nifesta sans en expliquer la cause : il est des aveux 
centre lesquels notre amour-propre se revolte. 
Puis enfin a force de chercher a punir, a humi- 
lier ce qu'elle ne pouvbit contrebalancer owverte- 
ment, elle ourdit dans Pombre ses moyens de pe- 
tite vengeance. 

M. Verren f^t tres natu^e^llement celui dans le 
sein de qui elle confia partie de ses petits cha- 
grins : il r^couta en bon pasteur. 

Pendant que Porage s'amonceloit au loin. Ma- 
demoiselle * * * • avoit cesse d'aller ^couter de» 
sermons sur le texte ^vang^lique, non peut-toe 
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qu'elle se fUt Hjk apergue de I'afiaiblissement du 
merite d'oraisons jasques la assez bien ecrites, 
pas mal debitees, mais ces oraisons, ces sermons^ 
comme on voudra lea appeler, etoient toujours k 
I'appui d'un dogme qu'elle n'acceptoit pas pouc 
le sien. Cette circonstance si simple, si natu- 
relle, si justifiable dans sa position, fut perfide* 
ment interpr^tee au reverend, et le disposa k ser- 
▼ir en aveugle un ressentiment dont il ignoroit le 
secret, mais auquel, dds lors, il s'idcntifia de telle 
sorte, qn'il crut, enepousant la cause d'une autre^ 

se vengef lui-m^me ; aussi fut41 loin, bien loia 
audela de ce que le depit le plus acere auroit pu 
conduire la jolie compagne de son ami 

Dans ces m^mes moments, M. Verren, qui ne 
perd jamais de vue ses int^r^ts terrestres, avoit 
▼oulu engager Mademoiselle * * * • dans une af« 
faire d'argent II «^prouya un refbs qu-il ae fbt 
ivit^ arec un pea plus de tact et de convenance. 
II eut d«l pr^voir que le caractere dont il est re* 
v6tu lui interdisoit la proposition d'une op^ralioA 
de pr^teur d'argent; c'itoiti un service sollki- 
le qn'i) devoit borner ses instances, et plus il se 
donnoit de peine et d'ardeur & ezpKquer let 
gamaties et les avantagea de FaTance de fondi 
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qu'il convailoit, plus i\ ravaloit sa dignile &iiiar 
cette proposition, prepar6e avec un soin tres eta- 
die, pour laquelle m^nie on sembloit avoir evo* 
que Pombre et les talens de I'infortun^ VateT, M. 
A. Verren fut plus pressant que le motif apparent 
ne Pexigeoit, et le refus positif qu^il eprouva ou- 
vrit son cojur ii une serie d'emotions que }a vigl* 
lante jalousie, I'laquieteet incessaDte rrvalite, ex- 
ploiterent avec a vantage. 

M. Verren se croit meprise ^ il se le dit ^ lui- 
m^me: ce qu'est le cri de la consciVnce ! perfide- 
ment on le lui persuade. Lui, mepri&e ! ii en au- 
ra raison a sa maniere. Vite! de Tencre, da 

papier, une plume, des crayons m^me. II lui 
faut ecrire des mensonges, des^iner des ind igni- 
tes, Oui, lecteur, notre reverend dessine, pas bien 
it la T^rite, mais enfin ii aime la caricature; 8*il 
ne sait pas encore faire un ceil, tracer uii nez» 
onduler une bouche, en re\anche il excele k re- 
produire d'autres traits. S'il se meloit d'eJiter le 
populaireouvrage du Dr. Tissot k I'usage de la jeu- 
nesse devenue puberte, croyez nous, il se reserve- 
roit la partie des planches, et il ies muitiplieroit 
au3si souvent que le texte le demanderoit. 

Pendant qu'il taille ses plilmes, ses crayons, et 
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rumine en son cerveau ce'qu'il en peut faire sail- 
lir, nne bouche qu'il aime plus qu'entendre, lui 
rapporte que Mademoiselle • ♦ ♦ • ♦ etant en so- 
eiete a dit, apres plusieurs dames qui toutes s^ex- 
primoient ties ouvertement sur le ton trop galant 
du reverend avec les dames ; ** S*il passe pour li- 
bertin, il ne se raontre pas meilleur que le com- 
mun dei hommes." 

Cette simple observation n'a rien en elle-m^me 
de malveillant ; il est m^me facile d'y reconnaitre 
tin trait de bont^ et de franchise natu relies. En 
n'cxcluant pas-M. Verren de la generalite des 
faommes marquans sous le rapport des faiblesses 
huinaines, elle n'attire pas sur lui seul un facile 
anathema, elle cherche au contraire a le faire par- 
ticiper a cette absolution , a cette ammistie se- 
crete 'doat les jolies femmes ne sont pas avares 
en pareille circonstance. IVlais tout fnnocentqu'il 
est en lui-m^me ce propos aiguillonne le demon 
qui rinspire. Le mot liber tin Fa frappe eomme 
un trait de lumidre, c'est P^tincelle ^lectrique qui 
embrase son imagination et vivifie tout ce qu'elle 
a de ressources pour le genre erotique. Tout a 
i'heure il erroit incertain sur son mode de venge- 
ance mais le mot qu'on lui rapporte a fait vibrer 

la corde la plus sensible de son organisadon. On 

3* 
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dit qu' Achilley cache sous des habits de femme k 
la cour de Licotnede, trahit son sexe a la vae 
d'une epee que 1' habile Ulisse, deguise en mar- 
chand, fit brilier a ses yeux par mi des objets de 
toilette ; tel est notre reverend* le mot liberlin fait 
percer son naturel. 

II sait ou Mademoiselle * • • • est bien accueil- 
lie; oil elle puise ses ressources ; ou elle compte 
ses amisy ses bienfaiteurs ; c'est la qu'il lafrappe- 

ra. 11 ecrit a Madame B , k Madame D 

a M. C plusieurs lettres anonymes, il en pre- 
pare de nouvelles; nous avons ces originanx 
ecrits de sa main sous les yeux. . Ces lettres, le 
respect que nous nous devons a nous m^me, les 
egards que meritent nos lecteurs nous interdisent 
la possibility de les citer textuellement. Jamais 
Aretin ni A. Piron, dans le devergondage de leur 
verve n'ont trace de pareilles obscenites. Les ac- 
cablantes imputations que contiennent ces lettres 
sont rev^tues de tant de forme epistolaire que la 
main d'un maitre s'y trahit k chaque ligne. La 
calomnie a grandi ; elle s'est propagee-; 

Quelque groasier qa*uii mensonge puiaae 6tte» 
Ne craigoiez rien ; calomniez toujoun : 
Quand I'accas^ confondroit tos discours. 
La plaie est faite ; et, quoiqu*il en gu^nsse* 
On en verra du moins la cioatrice. 
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Pea de person aes ont ajoute foi aux pretendua 
avis et confidences de Tanonyme ; quelques unea 
eh ont parle k Mademoiselle * * * • d'autres ont 
^te moins Tranches, mais leur reserve sur kquelle 
cette demoiselle a trop d' habitude et d' usage du 
monde pour s'abuser, lui reveloit qu'elle etoit la 
yictime d'un ennemi secret et puissent. Elle en 
congut un cruel chagrin ; elle diit m^me renoncer 
k un etablissement qui n'eut pu que prosperer 
sous son habile direction. Elle ignoreroit encore 
sans nos revelations d'oii les coups lui ont ete por- 
tes. Mais nous avons accompli un devoir, elle 
doit tie nous en savoir aucun gre. Nous nous 
trouvons assez paye de nos efforts par la persua- 
sion oil nous sorames qu'ils lui auront rendu la 
tranquillite d' esprit dont elle avoit tant besoin au 
sein m^me des consolations, des soins et des 
^gards dont Penvironnent ses nombreux amis. 



CHAPITRE TROIsrfjME. 



De votre fete,kymen, voici le jour 
N'oubliez pas d'en avertir l*amour. 



Madame • * • * venoit de perdre et d*ens6ve- 
lir son mari. Veuve afflig«e, mais veuve eco- 
nome, elle n'avoit pas, a Pexemple de la somp- 
teuse Arthemise, elev6, sur la tombe du defuDt,UD 
fastueux mausolee pour attester sa douleur aux 
races futures ; mais seule, en secret, elle pleuroit 
I'ami qu'il ne lui etoit plus permis de revoir en 
ce monde de miseres. Rien ne dispose a la tris- 
lesse com me la retraite que s' impose un coeur ten- 
dre et r^cemment ulcere ; mais cette tristesse qui 
se complait et s' excite elle-m^me, s'^tonne bientdt 
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et s'effraie, si elle ne s'ennuie, de Pisolement dans 
lequel elle se tronve plongee. EDtre la soci^t^ 
«t Tafflig^e ii existe une immensite qu'il imports 
fort peu a la socieie de combler, taat le siecle est 
^goiste, mais que son salut terrestre force I'afiiigee 
de remplir aussi vite qae possible. Alors sem- 
blable a iVofant boudeur on voit la veuve d'hier 
tatonner un racommodement mondain ; et comme 
entre la toinbe et le salon se dresse Tautel, c'est 
ordinairement par la voie de I'eglise qu'elle tente 
le rapprochement. C*est a Taulel qu'on a jure 
amour inalterable, c'est a I'autel qu'on implore 
I'impuniie d'un doux parjure; et Tintermediaire 
entre la puissance terrestre et la divinite, est, 
comme bien on sait, le pr^tre, le pasteur. C'est 
dans son sein qu'on verse ses chagrins ; c'est dans 
ses lumieres qu'on cherche des consolations ; le 
coBur alors est tres dispose a s'ouvrir a la parole 
de paix, de mis^ricorde et d'espoir. 

Notre nouvelle veuve d'Ephese en ^toit done 
arrivee a cechapitre des ^venemens ordinaires de 
la vie, lorsqu'elle s'adressa a M. YerreOy non 
comme h, I'homme elegant et rempli de sympa- 
thie pour les chagrins qui devorent les cffiars sen* 
sibles afflig6s de vingt-cinq ans et d'aga<;ans at- 
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traits, mais Qomme au ministre d'un Dieu qui par- 
donna a la femme adultere. 

Les confereaces commencerent done sur le 
texte de la vie ^ternelle de Fautre monde et de 
celle tres courte, si on ne sail rembellir, de celui- 
ci. Le defunt avoit des qualit^s que la veuve 
pleuroit nuit et jour, mais dont le souvenir la re- 
concillioit peu a peu avec le monde. La privation 
de ces qualites la rendoit maiheureuse, et voila 
pourquoi elle ne cessoit de pleurer le defunt. M. 
A. Verren, en vrai connaisseur 6rudit, d^couvrit 
de son ceil d'aigle, la cause et la profondeur da 
mal. II indique un remede, mais la veuve croit 
voir s'agiter Pombre de feu monsieur son 6poux ; 
elle frissonne de la t^te aux pieds et se croit sur 
le point de se livrer a Belzebub ; elle croit k la . 
punition des parjures ; elle parle de ses craintes 

dcs arrets du ciel. Le pasteur en sourit et nou- 

veau tartufe il lui dit : 

Je puis VOU8 disaiper ces craintes ridicnlesy ^ 

Madame ; et je sais I'art de lever les scrupnles.. 
Le ciel defend, de vrai» certains contentementSy 
Mais on trouve avec lui des accommodemens. 
Selon divers besoins ilest une science, 
P>^ndre les liens de notre coasoianoe, 
Et de rectifier le mal de Taction, 
Avec la pniet^ de notte intention. 
]>B ces sQoveU, Madame, oa saum^vooB inttralm, 
Vous n'aveiE seolement qa'i vous laissercopdoira. 

n 'ayeg poin^U'effiroi, 
Je vous r^ponds de toat, et nfendsle mal snrmoi. 
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Ettbrebis iovtmiie, Madame * * * ^coatele pastear, 
mais ne se rend pas encore. Son saint futur est beau- 
coup pour elle^ mais SOD repoa terrestre est bean coup 
anssi : le monde est rigide, l*eclat est mortel pour la 
femme qui s'oublie, et bien qu'elle ne puisse par refi;- 
ter le beau langage de son passionn^ directeur, elle 
ob^it encore dL une se^r^te influence d*un coeur for- 
nix pour la rertu 3 elle manifeste des craiutes qfu'elle 
ne pent formuler* 

Verren doit porter le dernier coup. Le terrein sur 
lequel 11 se trouve eugag6 et veut triompher n'est plus 
celui dc Dnane Street, (voir ch. 6). Madame • ♦ * • 
a recueilli de son mariage une experience qui ren- 
droit derisoires tous les traraux de circonyallation de 
I'habile ing^nieur qui cherche d. la faire succomber. 
C'esi un changement de tactique qu'il adoptera av^ec 
tout autant de facility qu'il a apostasi«, tant sa con- 
science est eiastique ! 

Ministre de Dieu il ose se faire fort du pardon fu- 
tur des actions de sa p^nitente : celle-ci peut se'croire 
rassur^e de ce c6t6 ; mais Verren est impuissant pour 
la garantir contre la censure publique. N'importe, il 
faut la subjuguer et lui donner des gages d*une autre 
esp^ce ; c'est encore son caract^re sacre qu'il invoque, 
il lui dit avec une tr^s pressante onction : 

' 1^68 gens oomme nous brulent d*un feu discrete 
Avec qui» pour toujpurs, on est sur du secret 
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Le floin que nous prenons de notre renomm^i 
R^pond de toute ohose a la personne aimee ; 
Et c'est en nous qu'on ttouve, acceptant notre caeur» 
De I'amour sans acandale et du plaisir sans peur^ 

Madame • ♦ * ♦ nesait querepondrej elle soufjire, 
verse quelques larmes, jette ud regard sur le pass^ 
et, laissaDt le present et Pavenir aux boos soins de 
son pasteur, elle ferme voluptucusement les yeux sur 
Pabyine qui s'entr'oayre sojselle. 

Ces entreliens secrets se renouvellent. Apr^s un 
si long veuvage la dame a tant besoin de permettre 
au pasteur de lire en son d.me, et il y lit si bien, qae 
bient6t pour elle il n'est plus de terreurs, plus de pa- 
niques. S'il iui reste encore quelques peccadiles ^ se 
faire pardotiner le soin ne Pen inqui^te plus desor- 
mais; Verren ne lui a-t-il pas dit et cent fois re- 
pute, 

Je vous r^ponds de tout et prends le mal sur moi ? 

Voil3L encore une veuve trds consolee, et F'il faat 
en croire la promesse du reverend,, Majrdeleine ne 
serapas laseule jolie p^heresse admise au sejour 
des bienheureux. Mais la beatitude terrestre dont il 
la faisoit jouir par anticipaiion de graces toutes divi- 
nes ne tarda pas> p^ser ^ la dame non moins que son 
inconsolabilite ; M. Verren, qui n*eioit pas veufjde- 
voit partager ses soins, ses consolations, et il lui faU 
loit tant6t quitter la veuve pour des obligations con- 
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jngmleft, ptti» ii^Hger eelles-^ poilv sed soins pftsto- 
max; c'^toit k n'y pafli tenir, et maigr^ toate la sainte 
fenreor dont le digae i^7^«nd est poss^^, le hesoin 
de sa conservation lui inspira I'id^e de conseiller Jl la * 
veuve mi-consol^e de former de nouveaux nceuds, 
L'id^e ^tait originale, venant de lui^ mak enfin c^h- 
toit une id6e, peut-6tre de n^cessit^ pour tous deux. 

11 se a it done en qiUte d« Pketfreuz successear le- 
gitime da d^funt et ses yeoz s'arr^tdrent sur nse 
bonne pite d*iiomme, honn^te bomme au fond, raais 
contrefait quant k la forme. Cela ne faisoit rien i 
Taffdire: Venus n'i^ut-elle pas Vulcain par mari ? Et 
puis le futur propose n'ayant comme Vulcain qu'une 
imperfection physique, n«ai0 rien de ce Dieu sous un 
autre rapport, l*invisible reseau n'etoit pas k redouter« 
II faut penser k tout, et M. A. Verren est un habile 
homme par fois. 

L'autel se pare done encore pour la jolie veuve: si 
I'usage lui ravit le plaisir de porter le bouquet virgi- 
nal ; si le classique bouton de fteur d*orange n'orne 
plus sa ceinture, son front n'en est pas moins 
calme, son regard moins ang^lique, sa d-marche 
moins timide et son cosur n'en goilte pas moins une 
douce tranquillity* Sa paix est faite avec le ciel j 
elle a obtenu une tendre absolution du saint ministre 
qui connoit le fond de son &me, et qui recueille en- 
core de sa jolie bouche le OUI sacramental que cette 
fois cependant il inserit sUr son recueil (^ciel. Pa- 
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tens, amis, connaissances, teas 8^ r^unissent, slas- 
sembleot et la salle da banqaet resplandissant des 
feax de mille bougWs r^soane bieiU6t sous les pas 
des joyeox con vires* 

De votre fete, hymen, voici le jour ; 
K'oubliez pas d*6h svettir I'amaar. 

M. A. Verren en sa qualite de ministre officiant 
obtient la place d'faonneur ; le mari de lui sourire 
arec reconnaissance et M. A, Verren qui ne veut 
pas et ne peat pas 6tre en retour de ee sentiment avee 
le brave homme, lui sourit Sk son tour^ Des Idvres 
il lui parle, raais des pieds 11 interroge sa compagne 
et par suite naturelle de la commotion electrique, les 
yeux de la belle font chorus avec ses pieds pour 
chanter en secret : 

De votre fete, hymen, voici le jour ; 
N'oubliez pas d'en avertir Tamour. 

L'amour bien averti se tient sur ses gardes, et le 
mariheureux, aveugle et confiant remercioit le de- 
funt de n'avoir pas emporte tous ses tresors avec 
lui. 

Cette immorale et criminelle duplicite de notre 
h^ros ne s'iiirreta pas en si bon chemin. II nous 
reste k center un trait final qui r^v^le Phomme tout- 
Wait. 

Nous venoms de voir I'oubli de toua les principea 
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ebmme marl, comme miniBtre, comme ami. Nous 
allons ie montrer amant int^ress^ et Iftchement cu- 
pide, car d'est encore ^ Paide de lettres anonymes 
qu'il cherehe A satisfaire ses honteax penchants. 

Des afiafres de commerce appel^rent le mari en 
Earope ; sa femme devoit le survre, La separation 
devenoit p^nible ^ celle qui abandonnoit sur le sol 
Am^ricain les d^epouilles r^froidies d^un homme 
qu'elle avoit beaucoup aime et de plus Tenreloppe 
mortelle, mais tr^s vivante, de celui qui au nom du 
ciel lui aroit fait goCiter tant de felicit^s mondaines. 
Oh ! s'eloigner de ce dernier, le quitter pour ne plus 
le revoir, bien qu'il ne fiit pas enterr^, devenoit pour 
elle un chagrin vif et cuiaant. duel vide il alloit 
lui laisser ! on ne pouvoit s'^crire, la prudence le d6- 
fendoit ; on n'osoit risquer de consolations de cette 
ressource des &mes passionnees: on en arisa une 
autre. 

L^art d'^rire, cher leoteur, fiit sans doute invent^ 
Par ramante captiTe et ramant Aoign^. • 

Mais Tart du peintre en miniature a dii 6tre invente 
par la necessite prudente de ne.pas s'ecrire bien que 
s'aimant et se trouvant captive et eloign^ Les traits 
fid^lement reproduits suppleent aux tourmens de 
Tabaence. On aime ^ interroger des yenx qui tou- 
jours se sunt amoureusement ourerts sur nous ; ^ 
prater i une jolie boQclus let ezpresfiont de len- 
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dresse <|oi taut de fois oat retenti 4 nos oreine»* 
C*est doD« k ee t^moignage d*une affection noB equt- 
Toque que notre jeane dame eut recours pour rappe- 
ler au be^ ami le souTeuir dHine ai docile paioit- 
sienne* 

Le portrait, pelut par aue main habile, fut renfer- 
mh dans uu riche medaillon et recouvert d'une 
mdche choiaie de ees longs cheveux bien soyeux que 
Verren se eomplaisoit k voir flotier ^ur des ^paulaa 
d'alb^tre dignes du ciseau de Praxiteles. Moments 
d^licieux qa*il choisissoit ppar rappeler ^ sap^nitente 
la vie, les aventures et I'exaltatjon de la Magdeleiue ; 
i tout p^che mis^ricorde. 

Ce medaillon etoit un present precieux par les cir- 
Constances qui Tenvironnoient, mais aussi par la 
main dtsuvre et le prix da m^tal (|ui prot^geoit sa 
fragility. L'amante riche et delicate; \*kme d^sin- 
terress^e et le ccrar ingenieux d'une aimable p6- 
cberesse; tout oe qui porte k 1 Indulgence un een- 
seur s^Y^re se p6ft^it dans cette attentioo toute fb, 
minine ; il y aroit une tend re po^sie dans ce present 
de separation ; Terren n*y lut rien de tout cela. II 
pesa dans sa main d'asurier le poids de \*or ; il mil 
de c6te les cbereux et TlToire, et jugea que le tout ne 
le payoit pas de sa raeation eomme pasteur officiant 
k la cMmonie nuptiale de gens fortunes. 

CoHunieilanoitwNigiyMiilttowQiMU trtoipotts^ 
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tacrtufe ne sait pas rougtr ; comme, roalons nous dire, 
il n'auroit pas os^ demander en face le prix de ses 
honoraires 2t an homme qui TaToit constamment ac- 
cueilli comine ami et qui auroit craint de le blesser 
en l«i parlant' argent pour un mariage manlganc^ 
par lui-mdme, A. Verren toirit deux lettres ano- 
nymes : la premiere n'eut aucun effet. La seconde 
6toit coDQue ainsi et adress^e au trop confiant mari. 
"Mon ami, j*etois derni^rement 2l one soiree ofi ily 
avoit bonne compagnie. C'est toi qui as servi de 
mati^re ^ la conversation. Ghacun t^moignoit beau- 
coup d'etonnement de ce que tu n'avois pas encore 
satisfait le ministre de ses peines. On se disoit : 
comment, pour un homme bien ne, un homme de qua- 

lit6 et qui va sur le bon ton, il Q*a pas encore 

assur^ment il n'est pas ce que nous croyons 

il dement la bonne opinion que nous avions de lui, 
il se dfegrade, etc. 

duelques circon stances purent faire croire que ces 

lettres, assez niaisement ecrites, Tavoient cependant 

^teparMM. B. etE. Toutefois il n'en ^toit rien. 

Lafemmeseule ne fut pas dupe. On trompe rare- 

ment la perspicacity de celle qui nous connait comme 

la dame en question connaissoit notre reverend. Ou- 

tr^e, indign^e contre son l&che et indigne consola- 

teur, elle prend un billet de $20 et se pr^sente chez 

M. A. Verren, en vers qui elle s'empresse d*acquitter 

la dette reclam^e, avec autant d'aisance que t'il ne 

se fftt rien pas86 entr'elle et lui, et puis elle lai donne 

4* 
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k lire lat. kCUes anonymef regoet par son mari. 
VerreB fuC foro^ de lire, U, sous las yaox scrutateurs 
d'une femme bless^e et obligee de m^priser celui 4 
qui elle a sacrifi6 tout ce qa'ane fenune peat sacri- 
fier. Son ikgud r^eloit la foudre, Verren soutint 
mal Tassant* On se quitta froidement, mais ii avoit 
detrait toute illusion et rendu impossible nn seal sou- 
venir honorable pour lui dans le ccBur d'une femme 
jeune, ^irituelle, aimante et fafionn^ par la main 
des amours. 



CHAPITRE QUATRIEME. 



L'hjpoerite en frandes fertile 
Des Penfanoe est p^tri de fiurd» 
II sait colorer avec art 
Le fiel que sa bouche distile. 
Et la morsure du serpent 
Est moins ajgue et mdins snbtile 
Que le Tenin each6 que sa booche impend. 



TouTE Ame konn^te aim^ 4 faire le bien. La plus 
dunce satisfaction que nouspuissions ^prouver est eelle 
d'aroir soulage Tinfortune d'autrui. La charit^ est 
I'une des vertas dominantes du christianisme, et elle 
est si jiistetnent consid^r^e comme b&se de toute re- 
ligion, que c'est aax miuistres des autels qu'est confix 
presqu'ezclusivemeiit lesoin de Fexercei. Aassivoit- 
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on les pHDrsonnes pieuses contacrer partie de leur for- 
tune it des donations done la repartition est laisa^e ^ 
des ecclesiastiques ; accept^ avec reconnaissance 
ce legs les met Sl m^me de r^pandre Taumdne avee 
un discernement qui en double le prix : donner est 
souvent trds ais^ ; bien donner est toujours diffi- 
cile. 

La charite et la bienfaisance sont soBurs mats ne 
sont pas rivales. La bienfaisance a fonde des etab- 
lissemens oil sont trait^es toutes les infirmic^s hu- 
maines sans distinction d'&ge ni de cause : les h6pi- 
taux s*ouyrent & tous c6ux qui soufTrent physiquement. 
La cbarite au contraire est plus r^seryee dans la dis- 
pensation de ses liberalites : elle les place apr^s en- 
qu^te. Les bospices accueillent la vieillesse indi- 
gente ou le malade incurable ; et, dans le monde, les 
chefs de I'^glise, dont le minist^re est de porter les 
consolations et Pesperance au sein des families affll- 
g^es, deviennent naturellement les meilieurs jnges 
qu'un cGBur genereux puisse employer pour donner 3l 
propos. 

Depuis la fondation de I'eglise Episcopale-Fran- 
gaise ^ New York, un fonds special a ete consacre i 
des actes de charit^ et pendant longtemps le pastenr 
desservant en a ete le seul dispensateur. Cette fa- 
culte, si honorable pour celui qui en est I'objet, paroit 
n^anmoins se borner maintenant pour M* A. Verren, 
X ane simple formality bureaucratiq^ue. Peut-£tre 
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a-t-<Hi peQ96 ({ae plusieurs ceiHaines de dollars laia- 
tees ^ sa disposition pour 6tre distribuees, soirant 
SOD libre arbitre, par petite sommes, devenoient pour 
Idi un surcroit d'embarras que venoit augmeDter en- 
core le nombre des mis^res qu'il avoit ^ soulager 
et sa facilite ^ repandre un argeut si doux k donner. 
Ces details de repartition d'aum6nes se bornent done 
aujourd'hui ^ signer un bon sur le tresor de la con- 
gregation, bon, dont la minime importance est paycie 
4 la personne ainsi secourue. Toutefois la part r6- 
trfecie qui lui est faite dans ee mandat d'intcgritfe, 
kisse encore 2l M. A. Verren le moyen d'exercer son 
despotisme et d'ob^ir aux plus f&chcux mouremens 
de son eoeur. 

Depuis longtemps la caisse du tresorier de I'Eglise 
Episcopale-Frangaise, s'ouvroit avec autant de jus- 
tice que d'exactitude pour un menage compose du 
marl et de la femme ; le plus jeune des deux 
compte plus de douze lustres, dont six au moins 
•e sont 6coul6s dans les soins el les devoirs conju- 
gaux. Artisans pauvres, bornes dans leurs d^sirs, 
96 eontentaat de peu, lis ont vfecu du produit de lear 
traraiL Cbaque jour amenoit son pain, mais bien- 
xtt le froid des ans a diminu^ ten restourees si n^- 
eeaaaires, lebesoifi s'est fait sealir: aecoutam^ i 
mettre lenr eon fiance en Dieu et k le remercier 
chaque jour aussi des bienfaits r^pandus sur euxi 
c'est dans soa temple 4|u'ils all<»ieat l%iplorer de 
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leoT continuer la santi^ et les forces. Ce couple, 
ees v^aerables patriarches du monde matrimonial 
fixerent Pattention, et les bienfaits des fondateurs 
de TEgHse Episcopale-Frangaise allerent les 
trouver dans leur reduit ; tels autrefois Philemon 
et Beaucis furent honores et secourus. 

Ces braves gens, instruits qu'ils poavoient 
compter 3ur un secours si necessaire a leur sub- 
sistance, se presentoient chaque mois au presby* 
tere, avec confiance et penetres d'une profonde 
reconnaissance. lis consider oient M. Verren 
comme le vrai ministre d^un Dieu de bont6 qui 
ne les oublioit pas au deelin d'une vie longue, 
pauvre mais toujours irreprochable, et jamais ils 
ne pensoient meme a murmurer lorsque M. Ver- 
ren, oubliant que la maniere de donner double le 
priz'du bienfaity les renvoyoit pour les faire re- 
venir plusieurs fois avant d'ob^ir a son mandat, 
mandat imperieux et sac re pour lui. Loin de 
80up9onner dans les motifs du pasteur une anti- 
pathie naturelle pour Vinfortune, surtout celle de 
gens &ges, nos vieux epoux s'en retoarnaieot pai- 
tiblement, etperant, un autre jour, le troarer 
jnoins eccupe. 

M. A, Verren n'airae pas a se d6ranger sa&i 
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motif personnel etcomme rien ne le dattoil dans 
la D^cessite ou iretoit d'ecouter, d'accaeiUiret de 
aeryir des yieillards paavres et isoles dans le 
monde ou il se meat, s'agite et aime a brilleTt il 
fi'irritoit chaque fois qu'il aroit a recevoir leur vi* 
site ; et par suite de son impolitique mauvaise hu- 
meur, il les faisoit renouvellcr leurs demandes 
plasieurs fois sans exeuse ni sans cause. A la 
fin, cette insistance de T indigent, qui est loin de 
se xroire importun, et cette obligation oil est le 
dispensateur, de finir par lui accorder ce qu'il 
▼ient moins soUiciter que f ecevoir, avoient rendu 
leur presence une espece de persecution pour Fin- 
digne reverend. Un jour son impatience eclate, sa 
eolere I'emportey il parle avec durete, sa bouche 
prononce Fanath^me contre Fhomme et la femme 
qui restent confus, interdits, tremblant devant Fa- 
p6tre de Jesus Christ vociferant <fes mots terri- 
bles : * Allez a tons les diables." 

Ah 1 Monsieur A. Verren, 

'' Qaoi ! Tous ^tes d^vot, et vous vous emportez !'* 

Pour bien apprecier ce que cette malediction a 
de cruel et d'inhumain pour ceux qui en sent 
Tobjet il ne faut pas oublier qu'ils sont fort kg^s, 
tres pieux et ont un^ respect, une sorte de y^n6> 
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ration poiusee ii Textr^oie, pour leqr pasteiir. 
An 8oir de ]a vie, deja un pied dans U tooibe et 
lorsquenous nous disposonsaparaitredevant notre 
createur* le ministre de I'autel devient pour nous 
un intermediaire saere. C'est a l.ui que nous ou«- 
▼rons notre ^me et demandons si nous sommes en 
etat de graces, si nous sommes bien pr6par6s ft 
rendre compte d'une vie aussi longue. Plus nous 
sommes'ftges, plus nos facultes ont baisse et plus 
de prix, plus de valeur et de poids a pour nous la 
parole de Finterpr^te de yevang:ile. C'est dans de 
lelles clrconstances cependant que le reverend 
Verren, au lieu d*une consolaote absolution en- 
voie a tons les diahles eelui que Dieu lui dii de 
servir, lui enjoint de v^tir, de nourrir; ceux enhn 
auxquels il a ordre de donner des seeours en ar^ 
gent. 

L'ftme emue, le cceur gros de larmes, I'esprit 
terrific, nos bonnes gens s'eloignent du manoir " 
inhospitalier de ce prelat au petit pied, et s'en 
Tont, non oil les a envoyes une bouche impie, 

inais ^ I'ev^que On , conter leqr cas et 

demander des conseil spirituels. Get ecclesias- 
tique si digpe de $a haute position leur tient un 
langage consolateur, persuasif, conciliant: il les 
renvoie plus tranquilles, plus heureux. Mais il 



j^iinaQdeK. Jl^oMmda rimp^iauxatccdeare Tj^r- 
ran. Noa iet^aura peiHrenl ftiuuLmer ca ^ ae 
paasa eatre cea dauz iKMames qm sarreiU la m^me 
Diaa dans la mPtme foi. Noua, now ooua botme- 
ffooa 4 racontar lea nottveaiix saatimenta qua cat 
antretien a &it naitra daj» le cosur de M. Veiraa. 

«* Dieu tt dtt xopetfCv kt vMta dM nwctals.'*' 

fliais M. VerreD q^i n'a pas Tambition ,da prati- 
quer una seule Irertu, soit par inspiration soit par 
retour sur lui-m^me, jure et se promet que les 
epoux Barbelet, car il nous les faut nommer, se 
repentiront de ** leur infAme rapport." 

Le conseil de F^glise a dfeid^ qu'une somtne 
fixe menauelle sera d^sorraais pay^ i aas ▼iait- 
lards, par le tr<Ssorier saits plus 4e fonnaHtf^. 
▲inai I'alioeatioH n'estplas fecohatm, aoeidan- 
telle on d'habitada, dlie daviant maiutantnt un 
droit acqais. 

II est juste d'ajottter ioi que par aa decision le 

conseil ayantautoris^ le treaoriar it payer^chaque 

moiSfCe secours, directement a Barbelet* il aflfran- 

chissait M. Verren de ce qi^i ^toit pour lui un 

insupportable aaauj^Uasemant Mais dans cetta ma* 
6 
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sure d'hiUDftnit^ de rageate et de prevoyftncei !• 
eoQseil avoit encore fitit la part de chacun ; veici 
comment : le seconrs preserk est trop faible en 
raison dea besoina da panrre manage, et &caM 
eat laissee k M. Terren de Faugmenter de temps en 
temps, par an lx>n additionnel qa'il est aatortse a 
delivrer an gre de son jagement. 

Cette part faite ou laias^e a I'arbitraire de son 
bon coeur oa de sa charite est un piege oil sa per- 
tersite le fait encore tomber. Claand nous disons 
pidge, noas ne pr^tendons pas, et toin de noas en 
eat la pens^e, dire que le pi^ge est intentionnel ; 
mais tout accidentel que les circonstances le ren- 
dant, M . Verren ne saara pas IMiriter. A la deman- 
de d'un seeours supplemental re, le reverend reste 
sourdv ott, pour 6tre exact dans ce simple expose 
des fiiits, noas dir^is qa'il prete bien I'oreiUe aux 
motifs trop plaosibles de la demande, il est tout dis- 
pose a y faire droits 4 accorder sa sanction^ sa sig- 
nature, mais k una condition k laquelle Barbelet ne 
pent souscrire. Terren tient bon ; il persistera jus- 
qu!k ce que la (aim, la mis^re«les priyations lui ai- 
ent procure une retractation pteine, enti^rCiredigee 
et pr^par^e par lui« de la plainte k son er^qne, ou 
bien jusqu'd^ ce que la calomnie soit encore une 
fois Tenue en aide i at lAcke eondaite. 
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Miniitre d'aii Dion de mis^korde ioin de pAT- 
donoer a eeux qa'il dit Pavoir ofieose, il se liga« 
avec les divinites iofemales contre la Terta paa- 
vre et sans appui dans ce monde oil le puissant a 
trop souvent raison. 

En vain les epoux Barbelet se presentent k M. 
Verren, il ne craint pas d'exiger d'eux qa'ils 
signent au prealable une declaration qa'il sait 
Mre mensongdre. Leur refus ne le fait pas chan- 
ger de determination: ^'Signez, oirvous n'aarez 
rien." lis ne veulent pas signer et malgre les 
privations auxquellea ils sont en prole dans la ri- 
geureuse saison d^ I'hiTdr, ils ne signent pas. 
Ah ! c'est que I'on ne commence pas h plus de 60 
ans a faire une bassesse ; d'un trait de plttoie on 
ne salit pas toute une longue carriere de probit^. 
Yoila ce que M. Verren ne peut pas croire, lui ! 

Cet homme n'est pas encore satisfait. 

Barbelet et sa femme ne cessent d'aller au tem- 
ple* bien qu'un*ministre indigne y fasse entendre 
sa voix hypocrite ; ils y ront, non pour lui, roais 
pour VEtre qui vpit et jagetout. Leur presence 
g^ne Verren. Si pour certains cgbuts rien n'est 
pesant coiniiie un bienfait^ pour Pinjuste et le 
m^cbant lifta da plus poignant que 1« vua de ceux 
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tfm OBt ^EMt 4b let Mcmer; Iftot il e« rwm q^^om 
M taiiioit en impofler aa eri de la eonseieiioe I 

Cette vue» cette presence, notre r^v^rend veut 
8^ soustf aire ; il lui faut, a tout prix, perdre eeux 
qu'il a ose envoyer la o^ nul espoir n'est permin. 
II ne MCttlara devant aocun moCif, aucun moyen ; 
la erime Bi4me liti sera en aide, il iavoquera soft 



«* Tant de fiel entie-t-il en r^me d'on divot P*^ 

lAfi lettres aiKM^yiaes .qui tant de fois lui oal 
serri a sadsfoire ses Tengeaaces, sent, dans oea 
dicoBLStatiees des armes trop impuissantes, il Itti 
UiVA le parjiure, mais le parjare rey^u de toutea 
ses foTJoes. A cet efiet il s^ouvTe a uo des memr 
toes dtt oonseil de Teglise: il lui dit combien it 
e^t malheaiieax ; il lai ezpruae les ang^oissesaiiz* 
quelles ii est en proie et il lui avoue qu'il ne gotAe- 
raderepos et de satisfaction que lorsqu'il n'aura 
plus sous les yens ** ets BiurUlei" II ose alors 
pri^, •cojiiaireir, supplier ce eocifletUer de se poi- 
tai^i en pleie C(maeil« aecnsateiir de ees rieiUes 
gsiBg^^ de <d^larer oaTarteineiit, ^ qa'ils tiennent 
we vmm>n de prosittiition." Cette aiEniiaUoB 
Mid jufiiBa fiear les chasser da fiampke, iear en ia* 
lerdM VwfO/hi iiap|M9B>^ Ik le«r n6m de » 
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fnetation el le juatifiera dans toute 8a coaduit^ a 
hvr 6gaxd. 

Toute P^Ioquence de M. Yerren ^chooa dans cette 
occasion aupris d'un homme qui jasques Ik ce* 
pendant n'aroit eu qae trop de fiublesse et de con- 
descendance a se faire ie confident el I'instrttment 
de ses maavaises actions ; mais il est un terme ou 
s^arrdte mdme un trop servile deTOuemenI, et ce 
terme, M. Yerren a su le trouver, Un premier refus 
ne le d^ourage pas ; il revient plusieurs fois k la 
charge et se rend si pressant, si imporlun et 
m^me si impMeux que le membre du conseil est 
force de se retirer entierement des afiaires de 
FEglise-Episcopale, afin de briser tout rapport 
avec M. Yerren qui est derenu pour lui par trop 
mi^prisable et trop odieux. 

Les 6poux Barbelet, toujours sans toucher une 

aum6ne additionnelle aux faibles secours rotes par 

le conseil, fidMement pay^s par le tr^orier» sont en 

proie a milles petites privations, par suite de leur 

noble reiiis ; mais ils n'en continuent ipas moins 

d'aller a I'eglise ; il est probable que c*est le 

seul lieu ici has ou enx et le pasteur se rea* 

6» 



meehant ont chacun son 8^oar s^par^ et aos ▼wl** 
lards n'iront pas oil M. Yerren Tooloit qa*ils ie 
prec^daasssrt. 



CHAPITRE CINQUI^ME. 



ifj^TTirift debetnr poena zer^reatlik 



NondwD w^Mftivm grate piliwMik 



, Nolto npftxibyu Mte 1 

j^aDsa pudioitia est* 



pAftV I les fiumUes nu 0ein deaquelles l^tiwi- 
read ^tiiit bfen accneilll* ce IfouTait eeUed« M* 
0..». M I, dftufl DuAii0 6ti8et» qai pen«oit re»eoA* 
trer dmis r«8aid4xit6 d«« Tiaites d^nn chef ie V^ 
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gflise, une protection et an bon exemple poor at 
nombreoae fiiinilld qui se composait d'un fiU etde 
plusieura jeunes personnes; la conyeraation la 
plus vari^e, maia toojoura empreinte de la morale 
la plus pure, avait rendu la presence de M. Yer- 
ren presqu'une necessite pour M. C ■ -qui, 
forc6 de suirre en personne lea affaires de son 
commerce, se voyait avec plaisir si bien remplace 
chez lui ; son fils venait de partir pour le midi de 
rUnion ou son absence deyait se prolonger ; sea 
fiUes ain^es se partageaient le sbin de reiller a 
la tenue de la maison et d'en faire les honneurs ; 
la plus jeune, comptant a peine quinze ans ^tait 
encore tenue eloign^e du monde et avait choiai 
pour aa retraite favorite une piece du bas de la 
maison, ayant vue et acces sur la rue. 

Gette jeune personne, fralche comme on est 
asaez generalement li son &ge, etait neanmoins 
remarquable par un d^veloppement de formea et 
de gracieux contours tres rares k ces premiers 
jours du printemps de la vie; son ^meydontrien 
n'avait encore trouble la serenite, 6tait disposee a la 
contiance ; son esprit, cultive par une bonne edu- 
cation, aimait la vertu que les dispositions natu- 
rdles de son ccBur lui rendoient doute et chere. 
Son goUt pour F^tude la tenait done ^loignee de 
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SM toeCHTs ei le tiwiteski paroissuit seeoader co 
penchant poor la retmite, ae promil de mettra 4 
profit un temps derobe k la presence et a la sur- 
reillance des autres membres de la famille. Sous 
pritexte de conferences religieuses et morales, U 
fixe les heures de ses yisites qu'il a soin ie difr- 
tsibtter de telle sorte qu'il ne eraigne pas les in* 
terruptions, et qu'il fait de maniere 4|ue leur fre- 
quente] et mysterieuse exactitude ne soit I'objet 
d'aucune remarque alarmante pour ses projets. 

Apres avoir ainsi de longue main dispose le 
theatre ou desormais va se derouler sa lubrique 
tactique,ll ne lui reste plus qu'a preparer la yictime 
k soufirir le martyr avec une discrete resignation. 
Ce n'est pas a une Elmire qu'il s'adresse; ce 
n'est pas une doctrine mondaine qu'il faut para- 
phraser pour la faire cadrer avec ses secrets des- 
seins ; c'est uue morale toute nouvelle qu'il lui 
faut creer» qu'il lui &ut faire adopter comme mo- 
rale simple, usuelle. La seduction emprunte un 
tout autre langage que la conyersion ^ la 8edueti<»i 
s'adressQ ^ une tme oeuve, si malleable cle sa na- 
ture qu'elle prend ais^ment toutes- les focmes 
qu'oQ se plait a lui donaer^ la cod version au e«ii- 
traire a uu double but 4 atteindre; H lui fimt 4V 
^rd dliruire des principes »dopt6s «t mis «r 
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pratique pour lenr sabstituer des principes inver* 
868 et^ooureaux ; tartnfe peut bien dire : 

" Ah! oe n*e8t pas pteher que pteher en silence," 

parcequ'il lui faut avouer que Taction a laquelle 
il pousse sa yictime est reeliement uu peche,mai8 
qu'il perd de sa gravite en raison du secret dont 
on PeuTironne ; 

Le nud n'est jamais que dans I'^lat qu'on fait. 
Le scandale du monde est ce qui fait I*offense. 

mais le seducteur pour ne pas revolter le cosur 
qu'il se veut asservir, pour ne pas allarmer la ver; 
tu qu'il cherche a egarer, ne doit pas m^me pro- 
noncer le mot peche. Le sacrifice qu'il convoite 
ne lui semblerait pas entier, s'il ne le rendait 
simple et naturel. La singuliere nouveaute du 
dogme qu'il pr^che en un langage passionn^y 
jette dans I'esprit d*une ^me de quioze ans, un 
doute que vient augmenter le trouble des sens; cet 
instant, ce moment qu'il a prepare, qu'il attend, 
est celui du triomphe qui lui deyient facile; mais 
par un rafinement de perversite il ne vent pas le 
saisir encore ; il en jouit en silence, il le laisse 
s'enflammer, se consumer, s'eteindre dans une 
eniyrante ignorance, pour ensuite reparaltre ayec 
phis de puissance, plus d'abandon, et forc^ de 
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sdlkiter en apiMiance Penti^e abnegation d'elle- 
m^me } le penren a condoit la victime ^ supplier le 
boorreau de liMer le sacrifice* Tel fdt le plan de eon- 
dnite dont M. Verren ne s'^carta pas un seul, mo- 
ment, 

Plasieurs semaines se sont dej^ ecoalees pour me- 
ner ^ cette fin de capitulation une rertu qui s'ignore, 
mais qui veilie encore par instinct de sa consenra^ 
tiask. L'faeure semble arrivee ; aux paroles, aux dis- 
cours, aux supplications, aux jeux dramaiiques, Ver- 
ren ose risquer l*attaque; ses mains impudiques se 
sont hasardees ^ Touloir seconder sa parole embras^e: 
mais si rd.me est restee ebranl^, incertaine ; si^l'es- 
prit s'est trouble, s'est senti 4mu au milieu du cahos 
qu'k cr^^ sans P-^clairer le dogme Strange du vice, la 
raison s'est fait jour, la dignity personnelle s'est r^ 
volt^ centre la profonation grossidre ; cette fois en- 
core I'innocence ne suecombe pas. 

Toutefois 

S'il est avec le ciel des aocommodements, 

notre s^ducteur en fiiit avec ses sens; dans son 
d6pit il dit avec Dryden« 

If Jove and heav'n my just desures deny, 

Hell shall the pow'r of heav'n and Jove supply.* 

II implore son pardon ; il s'humilie, mais le fourbe 

* Viigile a dit anssi : Fledteze si nequeo Supezos, Aohe* 
rontasmovebo. 
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B« rampe ^e peter mieiiz wemumnm ▼ictiine ;< il mp> 
lEche la promesse d'an onbli qui n'est pour Itti qi^iin 
siuvis et daas le baiser de pauc qa'il obtieal, 1i a^nr 
nivre encore de volupC^ , aiiiei qu'H^laise ii s'eeile 
avec transport, 

" Couyre moi de baisen, je revend le teste! 

r 

eile n'a pas eacore suecomb^ tovt-^-fait, k chaqve 
eotrevue nourellea attaqaes, mais auasi aussi MMh 
▼elle resistance, r^istance sans d^coaragement alon 
que i'assaillant est chaque fois vaincu par Pepuiae- 
ment natarei d'une Anergic toate materielle. Le 
danger presse, dejd. la colombe ne firemit plas soaa 
la main carressante da sacrificateur ; diji m^ine le . 
glaire sacr^ n'a plus pour elle un efirayant aspect ; 
eile Ignore encore que semblable au couteau des Dru- 
Sdes il fait couler le plus pur sang des Tictimes hn*- 
maines, immol6es aux au&els des profiiines ; encore 
un peu plus de coDfiance imprudente et la jeunefille 
saura que jamais riDnocenee et le mystdre n'habit^- 
rent longtemps ensemble. C*est dans ces circonstan- 
ces qu'arriTe la nouvelle que le frdre, fr^re cb^ri et 
jaloux de I'bonneur de la famille, que ce frdre re- 
vient du midi et que bientdt il reprendra sous sa pro* 
taction la scsur ^'il n'a quittee qu'^ regret. 

A cette Douvelle, Verren s'allarme, il sent qu'il lui 
faut renoQQer k ce qu'il a tant coDvoit^ ; il faut lever 
le blocus sans m^me emporter l*bonneur d^aroir fait 
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krtche; tlmide gteinU et mat imbile diplomate, in- 
utilwent il a consoni^ son temps, ^ajs6 ses forces ; 
sant la Taincie, saua la rtduire, il lusse sa proie s'*' 
chapper de ses mains plas forte et pins riche de toot ce 
qu'il lui a r6vel6 de puissance en ses charmes sans 
Wn6fice r6el pour lui-m6me ; malgre sa perBdie, il est 
le jouet d'une ingenue. 

Cependant en s'61oignant, en se s^parant d'elle il 
luilaissera un souvenir de leurs entretiens si my% 
tiques. 

A I'arrivfee du fr^re, dejk les visiles de Verren 
avaient cesse, et lorsqu'en 1839 la jeune personne 
quitta New York pour PEurope, il Jui donna un porte- 
crayon d'un riche travail et d'un prix eleve. Un 
6crivain philosophe a dit que lesserments d'amour 
doivent s'inscrire sur le sable; le r^v^rend veut le 
souvesir des siens plus durable sans toutcfois qu'ils 
soient burin^s. 

Soripta manent. 
Facta probant, 

mais les simples marques du crayon s'effacentpromp- 
tement j ingenieux embl6me de sa passion pour la 
jeune voyageusequi ne connut de lui qu'un^ pale el 
fausse 6preuve d'un amour veritable, dont ies traces 
ne sauroient avoir une duree qpi puisse an jour en 
accuser la passagdre existence; telle seroit une pen^ 
86e inscrite au fusain sur la feuille volante d»un album. 



Cette intrigoe do saint homme ne lai fit perdre de 
rue ni sa surete personnelle ni ses int^rdts. Sa su- 
rete loi conseilla la retraite arant d'avoir consioram^ 
sa victoire ; et ses inter^ts, s^il faot I'encroire en ses 
confidences, luifirent trouper leprii dufameux porte- 
crayon dans I'une de ces mille occasions qu'il avoit 
de faire le bien et de soulager I'infortuue. 



CHAPITRE SIXIEME. 



KJn 4cnt waaayme n'est pas d'lm honn^te honune^ 
Qaand j'attaque quelqu'un, je le dois, je me nomme. 



IaA ▼isite da prince de Join7ille & New York fat 
la cause, il nous ea simrient, de bien des tribulations 
d'amour propre. Ghacun voulait 6tre Frangais, et 
les Frangais ne s^entendoient cependant pas entr'eux. 
L'un vouloit ceci, I'autre vouloit cela. Le riche im- 
porteur, oubtiant qu'il yit dans un pays libre, essay- 
oit de substituer Taristocratie des ^cu« k celle de la 
naissance ou du m^rite. Les gens disposes k payer 
une forte somme d'entr^e, deroient seuls approckcr 
le prince ; il n'y avoit plus de parterre ni de balcon, 
tout ^toit arant-scdne ; tel 6toit le bon Touloir de ces 
jU^t^dores ejD demandant une distinction que dam 
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leur logique magazini^re ila somt loin de prati^^ 
puisqu'Us placent sur un m^me rayon I'oigueiileax 
tissQ du Thibet, la modeste impression de Mulliouse 
et I'inalt^rable de Jouy, que cependant ils n'y admet' 
tent pas an m^me prix. 

L'artisan, au eontraire, prenant^ dans sa simpli' 
cite, tr^s an s^rienx les principes d'^galite qu'en 
France on a lui persuade r^gner ici ^ I'absolu, de- 
mandoit une fete publique oii il lui fftt possible de 
▼oir de prds I'Un des fils de eelui qui en 1830, il nou» 
en souvient tr^ bien, serroit la main aux ouvriers de 
Paris^ et barMt avee eux le eanon sur le compteir do 
coin. 

Les gens senses s'etonnoient d'un engonement si 
extraordinaire envers un jeune homme qui n'aToit 
pas encore fait ses premieres armes et n'etoit conncr 
que par *' monsieur son pere" comme a dit tr^s spiri- 
tuellement un homme tr^g simple. 

Les joumaiistes, eux, n& s'etonnoient de rien ^ 
mais rioient de tout, s'iattendant en tons les cas ^ un 
bon diner ; car dans ees occasions on les invite tou^ 
jours, om presque toujours. Frangais ou non,parceque 
les amphitryons, lorsqufls ont de I'usage et de Pesprit^ 
reulent qu'oa chante le bon go<it, Tordre, rintelli-* 
gence et la lib^ralit^ qui ont signal^ le f&te. 

Les gens en place seulsi s^occupoienl trds $6rie«ae- 
meat des moyens de bien recevoir un fils de Fraae*, 
de a'en faire remarquer et de pousser leur fortune eo 
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senrant leur ambition. Ces deniiert, seloa nous, 
^toient les seals justifiables. Car enfin la visite d'on 
h^ritier de Roi dans nn 6rat d'ontre-mer, est pour le 
fonctionnaire public, 61oign6 du tourbillon des muta- 
tions offieielles de la Cour des Thuilleries, une aussi 
bonne fortune que peut I'^tre pour Pimporteur une 
hausse sur la soie ou le colon ; et pour I'artisan, une 
▼ogue nouvelle en faveur de lel accoutrement de toi- 
lette ou d^ameublement. 

Or done, lecteur, de tons les projets mis en ayaot 
par tous les beaux-esprits-ordonnateurs-officieux des 
r^Jouissances publiques des Frangais ^ New York, il 
en sortit un cependant, et comme il ^toit raisonable 
de le supposer, qui permit de faire k Monsieur de 
Joinville une bonne et cordiale reception. M. le con- 
sul-general de France eut la t&che si difficile de 
dresser les listes d'invitation et de placer les conyives, 
t^che p6nible,presqu'un des treiziSmes travaux d'Hei- 
cules. Chacun vouloit s'approcher du solell ; cha^ 
cun pr^tendoit rester astre, pen consentoient k n'^tre 
que'satellites, personne ne vouloit demeurer etoile, c'^- 
toit presque comme Tarmee Am^ricaine, d'oCk nous 
ne Toyons sortir que des officiers. Tous les cceurs^ 
^toient aux nues ; la suffisance se boursouffloit et s^ap*. 
pr^toit k traverser jusqu'au troisidme ciel ; on va 
m^me jusqu'di pretend re qu'il y en a qui perd irent le 
peu qu'ils avoient, c'est*^-dire I'esprit, tant la rage de 
paraitre ^toit furieuse. Oh ! M, de la Forest eut for^ 
6» 



k fair«{ Fit41i»ea1 U'fit de son. mieoz et per- 
Sonne ne se plaigait : le meilleur et Je fhu court 
eioge k tracer de ea «ondaite en cette 4pineuae oc- 
casion ! 

Q^uaDd nous disons que personne ne se plaignit, 
noas nous trompoDS peut-4tre, mais Hous vouloms 
dire que personne ne se plaignit ouvertement et avee 
raison. M. A. Verren fit dissidence. Le ponrquoi 
est trc^ curieux pour ne pas 6tre conte un peu au 
long. ' Les choses de rien demandent du temps poor 
paraitre quelque chose d^important ; voyez les bal- 
Ions! 

Alors m^me que sa condition de pasteur d'un 
cttlte Frangais ne lui auroit pas assur^ un si^ge au 
banquet princier, M. A. Verren auroit remue tout 
New York pour 8*en procurer un. Lui ! manquer 
une occasion de se produire en public ! Lui ! qui IL 
d^faut du th^d.tre a choisi la chaire pour dire : " re- 
garde, foule, c'est moi qui parle !'' Lui ! disons nous, 
se sourenir en cette occasion que Tobseurit^ est one 
vertu sacerdotale, allons done ! le supposer, seioit le 
croire capable d'un effort vers le bien. 

M. le Consul-g^n^ral lui eovoya done une lettre 
d'invitation. 

On accusoit Socrate d'hypocrisie et on lui disot t 
que sur sa figure se lisoit Inndice de tous les rices. 
Le sage r^pondit: *'C*est vrai, mais je me sots 
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conna de bonne heure et j^ ed le courage de raitt- 
«re mea mattraispeneluina." 

Si la physiologie etait dej^ connue des anciens, 
nous avons sur eux la phrenologie qu'ils ignoroient, et 
ces deux sciences r^uniea nous font d^couriir sur la 
tdte et la figaite de M. A. Verren, la Ifichet^, la copi- 
dite, i'empoTtement, la ruse, la dissimulation, l>or- 
gueiL Mais yous n^ iisez ni la bonte, ni la yen^ 
ration, ni i'approbation et Testime de soi, Ces tempes 
etroites, ce front retreci et fuyant arridre, ce sommet 
en pointe presqu*aig{ie ne laissent pas mSme place pour 
ks yiu'tus qui distinguent hhomme bon, bicnveillant 
et religieox. Ces l^vres minces, ce nez pointo, ce 
regard oblique, ces yeuz fascinant comme ceux du 
tentateur d'Eve, d^signent la colere, la fourberic, 
Idmprobit^ ; le soin, la'recherche de sa mise et de sa 
toilette, trahissent la vanit^, mais ne r^vdlent par 
I'estime de soi. 

£h ! bien, ces indices qui ne trompent pas bobser- 
vateur, se retrouyent tons dans les actes de sa yie 
priyee ou publique. II nous su&oit d»analyser sci- 
entifiquement les traits caract^ristiques de la tSte de 
M. A. Verren pour le prouyer au moins faux et hy- 
pocrite. Mais les adyersaires de la science pour- 
roient se ranger de son cdt^ ; ses amis, s*il lui en 
reste, bexcuser alors dans ses excSs mSmes, d'oti ce- 
pendant nous pourrions aussi conclure que, en obeis* 
sant ^ son nature!, M. Verren se montre scientifique- 
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meat m^hant ; mait poor Writer toute controverse ^ 
cet ^ard, noas citons ses aetes. Ciiacaii jugera, et 
nous nous trompons fore, oa Texp^rience viendra en- 
core ^ Fappui de la phrenologie. 

Cependaot le beau jour a lui : 2i bheure indiqu^e, 
T^tu a fee toute la coquetterie et la recherche d^on 
jeuue abbe du temps de la r^gence, sentant Tambie 
et la rose; glissant sur k poiate des pieds et afiectant 
ne rien posseder de la gravite de tenue et de conte- 
nauce qui convient k un ministre d'un culte grave et 
religieux,Dotre reverend vohige.pirouette et papillonue 
dcTant sa psyche, preludant ainsi & sa presentation i 
S. A. R. L'abbe Bernis fit de m^me pour parrenir 
k se faire remarquer de Louis XV. Ses madrigaux 
avoient re7ele en lui le courtisan homme d'espnt et 
avoient ourert pour lui les portes de la faveur. II 
devint le protege de Madan^e de Pompadour qui pou • 
voit tout alors excepte faire fl^chir Taust^re vertu du 
vieux Cardinal de Fleury, qui refusa toujours d*in- 
scrire le fola.lre abbe sur la liste des benefices, et re- 
pondit ironiquement au tableau qu*on lui faisoit de la 
position alors peu ais^e de M. de Bernis, par ces vers 
si connus du jeune abbe 

Quand on sait aimer 'et plaiie 
A-t-on besoin d'auties biens ? 

Mais le rdgne des Pompadour, des du Barry est pass^, 
tout aussi bien que celui des Dubois^ et bien que le 
r^v^rend Verren ait devaut lui ces fameux exemples 
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cbs sneers de Hmpadence et da rioe ilarriTe un peo 
t«Ed, et nous noqs tromponuietniiigenieat b'A est jft* 
mais ^Y^qoe oa ci^idiiuJ. 

Rien ne sWbiie si ?lte que le souvenir des priva- 
tions auxquelles nous avons *te en prole, ou bien en- 
core I'apparence des vertus que nous devons avoir et 
pratiquer. M. Yerren est.trds eniclin k ees deux dia^ 
positions. Si le prelat, que nous eltiona tottt*&- 
I'heare, fit cooime iui* ce fat beauconp plus tard et 
lorsque la fortune beat tout-^-fait gtt^ $ encore faut- 
il reconnaitre chez I'abbe devenu cardinal, une l^gd- 
rete d'esprit, que Td^e m^me put II peine afTaiblirj 
et dans laquelle il n'est pas possible de d^couvrir une 
duret6 naturelle du coeur. S'il fGit par fois injuste 
en vers le pauvre ou le talent modeste, ce fut sans r^ 
flexion, Jamais pour le plaisir d'humiller et encore 
moinsde se venger: mais lui avoit reellemeut de 
i'esprit. 

On cite un de ses traits qui troqve assez volontiers 
sa place ici en ce sens qu'il se r^flSte un peu dans ce 
que nous connaissons de la hauteur du marseillaii 
pauvre, devenu riche ap6tre de I'Evangile, 

Dans I'ane de ses toum^es comme primat, le oar^ 
dinal fdt regn & Rboddt, efaef Ilea de son dioci^ze, 
avee tons les hooneurs das ^ son rang. II aimoit 
la masiqae ; un joar on lui parle d'an pauvre detser* 
V^nt d'qne petite paroisse hors d^ la viUe Qoxim^ 
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d'un chantear 6m^rlte. II repondiC qu'il Tenten* 
droit aa dessert: les amis da modeste ecclesias* 
tiqae crurent sa fortune assuree s'ii parvenoit k 
plaire a MoDseigoeur. Le pr6tre arrive, 11 chante 
k ravir: le cardinal ne se lasse par d'ent^ndreet 
de louer one voix aussi belle, aussi sonore ; puis 
quand I'artiste au petit collet eut ^puise son meil- 
lear repertoire, le Cardinal lai faisant signe de la 
main, lui dit : '* Assez, PabM, je suis content de 

de Tous roais tous devez avoir cbaud, pas- 

sez 4 Foffice vous rafraichir. Merci, Mon- 

seigneur, j'y chante quelquefois, je n'y bois ja- 
mais 1^' repondit le pr^ire oflTeuse, lui qui etoit 
pour le moins d'aussi bonne maison que M. de 
Bernis. Ce mot fit rentrer le Cardinal en lui* 
m^me, et s'il punit la bardiesse d'une reponse trop 
m6rit6e, du moins il n'opprima pas son inferieur. 
Dans sa conduite enters la famille Barbelet, M. 
A. Verren auroit bien di^ imiter, n'eut-ce ^te 
qu'en ses erreurs, Tabbe devenu grand seigneur 
a PecarlatOr 

Le lecteur nous pardonnera cette leg^re digres* 
•ion de notre sujet, mais il faut parfois Helourner 
I'espritde Pobjet qui nous occupe le plus, car 

<* Vn monstre peint sans axt d^plairoit tiop auz veiu^/' 
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Or done, pour en reTenir a notre heros, le voilli, 
T^ritable frelon du clerge, se disposaot k distri- 
bner k droite, a gauohe des salatadons, a iaire la 
courbette parci, balbutier un compliment par la, 
et k se donner pour paraitre d'autant plus de mal, 
que perdu dans la foule d'iovit^s il craignoit 
que personne ne fit attention alui: eh! quand 
cela seroit, n'importe, il s'en dedommagera au di- 
ner. Place pres du prince il guettera et saisira, 
s'il ne la fait naltre, Poccasion de placer un mot 
qu'il compose impromptu depuis huit jours ; mais 
helas I dans ce monde 

Valutas vanitatam 
Et omnia Vanitaa 

Un bruit vague parvient jusqu'k lui ; il s'indigne, 
s'inquiete et est sur le point de dechirer ses man- 
chettes tant il est hors de lui a cette flcheuse nou- 
▼elle. II envoie un fiddle ^missaire et il apprend 
qu'en efiet son convert est indiqu^ loin du royal 
h6te que I'on Mtp, mais si loin, si loin que toot 
espoir s'evanoait de faire le beau parleur, Phomme 
d^esprit En depit de lui-mdme il lui faudra 
done ^tre modeste et reserv^. Ce r6le il ne peut 
Taccepter, il ne I'acceptera pas : Porgueil ^toufie 
la raison. Sous priitexte que la place qu'on lui 
a assignee n'est pas celle qui convient auz dignitds 



dont il est revdla, il ne se pr^sentera pas m^ne 
au salGD de reception, il espere peut-^tre bril)er« 
lui aussi, par son absence ; mais il se trompe ; 
elle est a peine remarquee, et facilement rempla.ce 
la comme ailleurs, on oublie bien vUe que m^me 
il aroit ete question de lui. Sea frais de toilette 
perdue ne sont rien, ses repetitions de coulisses 
ne seront pas tout-afait inutiles; elles seront 
pour une autre occasion, niais sa mortification 
portera ses fruits. Jamais acteursifile ni auteur 
tomber ne maudit. plus cordialement une ** stupide 
majorite." 

II pense aux moyens de calmer Tirritation de 
son amour propre. Le ciel n'avoit rien a faire 
la dedans, mais lui qui se pretend ministre dote 
d'en haut, fait remonter jusqu'au cielce qu41 se 
plait a appeler une injure d'autant plus criminelle 
qu'elle a el6 pr^paree a dessein. II est de ees 
gens qui savent couvrir 

desint^retsda'ciel learfieriessentime t 

Pasteur d'un culte reforme il veut marcher 
Fegal du chef de I'eglise-mere. A force de refle- 
chir k cequ'il lui faut faire il eat oblige d'arriver 
h cette fStcheuse conclusion que les torts sont biea 
du c6t6 de son trop susceptible orgueil et que s'il 
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cm h riqdignit6, il joindra le ridicule au 
dale. La crainte du bruit le retieat daiis l^s li- 
mites de la pradence; mais cette transaction 
fprc^e aveo sa position ne fait qu'alcerer da bles- 

Sur ces eptrefaiteSv uq journal, tres ioDoceot 
sous tous les rapports, public les details de la 
fi^te. Chaque ligne est une, noaveUe mortifica* 
tion. M. A. Ver ren trouve tout ridicule, stupide ; 
article, journal, editeur, r6dacteur, f^^te, ordonna- 
teurs, prince, poete, chosurs, toasts; tout en fin 
etoit a donner des nausees, a faire bailler, enfin 
presqu'un mauvais sermon: Yerren s^y con- 
Doit. 

Cette publiciie des details d'une ffete, qui ne 
pouvait ^tre brillante, privee de I'eclat qu'y au- 
roit repandu sa presence, lui suggere alors Pidec 
de d^verser td^te la bile, qui I'oppresse sur Phon" 
orable fonctionnaire public qui avoit iait de son 
mieux pour qontenter tout le. monde, respecter 
Petiquette et obeir a toutes \e9. c^uvenances. 

11 prend la plume, mais une reflexion lui tra> 

▼erse Pesprit ; car il en a parfois ; il craint qu'aa 

milieu de son style on ne reconnaisse uq con?ive 
7 



m^content on disappoints ; et comme il est le 
seul, 11 ne s'exposera pas cette fois: il attendra. 

Une autre occasion ne tarde pas k se presenter. 
Le m^nie journal dont nous parlions tout-a-Pbeure 
eonsacre queiques Jignes a Teloge merite d'un 
fonctionnaire public frangais qui ayoit obtenu 
de sou gouTcrnement un conge qu'il s'empresse 
de yenir passer en famiile aupres de M. le Gonsut- 
g^neral. Ah \ YoWk une bonne fortune pour le 
l^he aux aguets ; vtte une lettre bien mechante, 
bien aceree contre celutqui I'a empteh6, dit-il, de 
s'asseoir sur le pan de T habit de M. de Joinville. 
II Ta altaquer le gendre et le beau-pere, d'une 
pierre faire deux coups. **Vite, mon secretaire^ 
copiez rooi ce brouillon V^ 

De toutes les petitesses dont sa I^het^ est cai' 
l^ble nous allons exposer peut-^tre la plus ridi- 
cule et la plus odieuse k la fois. Nous voulons 
faire connaitre M. Yerren sous toutes ses faces et 
ne rien laisser a desirer k nos lecteurs. La let- 
tre suivante a 6tS ecrite de sa roaiuv redigee par 
lui; par lui aussi envoySe a M. le Consul-gene- 
ral. C'est un ministre, un pasteur, un homme 
d'Sducation qui emprunte un pareil langage, un 
pareil style en vers un haut fonctionnaire public 
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et cela sans motif, sans proyocation, sans excase 
possible, admissible. Ici rien ii'est d^guise, c'est 
bieii M. A. Verren qui se degrade, qui s'aYilit a 
plaisir: son naturel perce. S'il se jfilt borne a 
une lettre aiionyme piquante, spirituelle, somme 
il eut pu la fa ire, et comme assuiement il Feut 
faite, s'il eut su qu^un jour le veritable auteur en 
seroit connu, on pourroit lui pardonner peut-^tre ; 
parceque tout honn^te homme dit avec le boa 
Andrieux ; 

Aux travels de I'esprit ais^ment je &is gi&ce, 
Mais les&utes du coBur, jamais je ne les passe. 

Glue penser desormais des meditations, du re- 
ciieillement de cet ecclesiastique, si» seul aveclui- 
m^me il ne craint pas de s'exprimer ainsi ? Mais 
assez tenir nos lecteurs en suspens ; voici le style 
de M. A. Verren. 

'* Impudent canaille, la honte du nom Fran- 
gais dans ce pays, dis nous un peu et par la voie 
de ce fameux Ci^rier des Eitais-Unis combien tu 
as pay6 de bouteilles d'eau-de-vie et de fois le 
B * a cet aliboron bride, emmusel^ d^^ 

Behr, pour ecrire sur son recueil d'asinianas le 
ridicule article au sujet de cet autre niais digne 

* Dans I'oiiginal le mot y est tout au lojig. 



<r^e entredans ta ikndilie, Hauteville. Ex6cfa* 
bte animal, brigund d'air, de tournure et de fait, 
c*est bien a toi de ne jamais j^ortir nl aUer nulle 
part Sana tes deux anges gar diens, comme dit Fau- 
tre, satis quoi je te fourretais une gifle la pre- 
miere foift qae je rencontrerois devaot moi ion 
ddgootant museaa." 

A la fin du volume nous donnom un fac simile 
de Voriginal. 

La grossierete de cet ^crit saffit a elle seule 
pour couvrir a jamais son auteur d'iDfamie. Pas 
une parcelle de ses injures ne sauroit aller la oil 
il les a toutes dirigees, la fange ne mord pas sur 
le marbre. M. de la Forest fut informe du nom 
de I'auteur de cette lettre anonyme ; on Tinvitoit 
a en tirer une vengeance m^rit^e ; il se contenta 
de dire avec J. B. Rousseau, , 

Mot» jVuiae miettx paidonner nae iiijtue» 
Que d*illustrer un iaquin ignore, 

Nona, qui tte aommes pas ch:icore injuries par 
M. Terren, nous pensons difieremmem et tioiia 
illnstrons notre fiiquin en rabftt. 



CHAPITRE SEPTIEME. 



L'hommb est un 6tre bien incoipprehensible ! 
a Tetadier on est parfois porte a croire que Ie$ 
payeDS valoient mieux que nous qui adorons un 
Dleu de bonte. Au moins eux ne mentoient 
pas a leur croyance religieuse, et chacun payoit 
son culte particulier a la divinity sous I'inAu- 
ence ou la protection de laquelle il aimoit a s^ 
ranger, L'ivrogne se livroit a Bacchus; une 
Phrynee se vouoit a Venus et honoroit Lucine ; 
le guerrier suiyait Mars qui ne connut jamais un 
Uche ni un poltron parmi ses^ desseryans; les 
fripons, les fourbes, les voleurs et les amans 
redoutoient Jupiter, mais s^enrbloient sous les ailes 
de Mercure. Npus, nous reconnaissons un Etre 

7* 
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sapr^me, bon par essence, et tout en youlant Pho* 
Qorer et le servir* nous commettons toutes sorted 
de crimes ; nous sommes plus coupables que les 
payens, car nous sommes par dessus tout hypo- 
crites et paijures. 

M. A. Yerren, comme ministre, trahit tous ses 
devoirs, tootes ses obligations. II est dilr snvers 
les pauvres, perfide enrers ses amis, infidele en- 
▼ers sa femme, blasphemateur en vers Dieu, et 
pourtant, 6coutez-le parler, i\ est le digne ap^tre 
du saint evangile. Ce n'est pas tout de se mon- 
trer si roauvais pr^tre, comme homme il est en- 
core plus incomprekensible. Lui, dont les pas- 
sions n'ont pas d^ frein ; lui qui se repalt d'^go- 
isme, lui qui se d^lecte dans le revirement de ses 
affections ; lui qui immole femme, ami, maitresse 
et foi au gre des besoins qui le devorent, il re- 
serve pourtant le peu que le ciel lui a donne de 
Constance, pour son attachcment au veritable 
eompagnon de l^homme, au seul et dernier ami 
qui reste au pauvre. Il aime a la passion les 
chiens cette image vivante de la fidelity et du 66- 
Youement II ne quitte pas plus ses prot^g^s 
que saint Roc ne quittoit son quadrup^de - 

Pour un homme tel que to n6tie» 
On doit Itie surptis, je orois 
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QlM HbttBfeiir Veneo, imft fla^ 

Ait su prendre snr lui d'imiter an apdtie. 

Notre safot-homine» 6*e8t M. Verren que nou« 
▼ouIoQs dire, a pour la race canine mille soins, 
mille attentions, mille prevenances qu'il refuse 
aux pauvres de sa congregation. II ne delieroit 
pas sa bourse pour donner un schelling a Tindi- 
gent, il y puise jusqu'a plusieurs fois cinquante 
piastres pour se procurer an chien ou pour payer 
un r^terinaire. .Les viandes preparees par ses 
ordres et souvent sous sa direction person nelle 
sont fournies en abondance a ses favoris quadru- 
pedea. Vous nous demanderez, lecteur, quelle 
race monsieur prefere ? c'est encore la un trait 
d'observation. 

Monsieur Verren n'aime pas I'^legante et gra* 
cieuse levrette; Tintelligent et coquet caniche ; le 
fier etcoarageux bull-dog; Fdctif et pers^verant 
terrier ; Fiiifati^ble et rapide chien de chasse ; 
le patient et vigilant chien d'arr^t, il veut I'indo- 
lent et superbe terre-neuve. 

Si nous ne pensions pas commettre un irre* 
•missible p^ch6 en supposant que le digne r^v6- 
rend s'attend a passer tout droit de cette terre eti 
enfer, nous pourriona croire qu'il veut k Tavance 



80 

se faire bieo venir de Cerb^re ea fkxvtmt le gardiea 
xlu logis, mab Tid^ que le pasteur Verren pense ja- 
mais k se manager qaelques douceurs dans le noir 
s^jour ne peut venir ^ I'id^e de quiconque Toit la 
peine qu*il se donne et les efforts qu'il fait pour s'y 
preparer une des places les plus incommodes que le 
Dante ait decrite aux m^chants. 

Q^ioiqu'il en soit de sea motifs reels, apparens oa 
secrets, toujours est-il qu'il donne pour se procurer 
des chiens de cette esp^ce, pour les nourrir ou les 
guerir quand ils sont malades de trop de sant^« des 
sommes qui porteroient Paisance dans bien des fa- 
milies et rendroient la misdre moins penible au 
vieux M. Verren qui firiit, k Marseille, -miserable « 
ment sa vie. 

Rien de prodigue comme un avare qui se met en 
depdnse, dit un vieux proverbe Frangais ; il est pos- 
sible de paraphraser ce dit-on et de croire que nul 
n'est plus genereux et affectioune envers les animaux 
que celui qui se fait un jeu des affections bumaines, 
Ricbelieu jouoit avec ses chats, .et le sang que ce 
pr^lat versa sur les echaffauds pourroit ^ peine ^tre 
lav6 par les larmes qu*il fit couler. Pourtant il pas- 
soit des heures entieres ^ contempler avec d^lices les 
jeux gracieux de jeunes chats. Toutefois il y avoit . 
plus d'analogie, plus ,d'affinit6 physiologiques dans 
ce goi^t du cardinal qu'on n'en sauroit trpuver dans 
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la manie de M. Verren qui semble 6tre I'homme aux 
anomalies. 

En mettant M. Antoin^ Veiren souvent en com - 
paraison avecqaelques grands noms historiques, nous 
faisons notre possible pour le venger de n'avoir pu 
approcher le prince de Joinville aussi pr^ qu'il ao- 
roit desire, mais nos paralleled p^chent toujours, et 
ce n'estpas notre faute ni celle des grands hommes 
dont le nom se trouve sous notre plume ; la faute est 
2i M. Verren si malheureux dans aes rapprochements; 
on doit croire qu'il met sa gloire k Stre sans module, 
sans maitre et sans imitateurs ; s'il en est ainsl, cette 
fois ilpbtiendra nos voeux pour qu'il en soit reelle- 
ment ainsi, et qu'avec lui s'eteigne k jamais la race 
des fourbes, des hypocrites et, par dessus tout, des 
calomoiateurs anonymes. 



-Present le plus funeste 



Qu'ait pa ftiie aiiz bommM la delete celeste.*' 



CONCLUSION. 



Nous sommes arrive a la fin de la t&che que 
nous nous etions imposee, et nous ne pensons pas 
avoir trop ni trop peu dit. 

Si nous en eussions dit plus, nous aurions trahi 
des secrets qui se sont pas les n6tre3 en propre, 
et nous aurions aflige bieu des families. Nous 
avons done choisi nos exemples 1^ oil le moins de 
cicatrices etoient a r'ouvrir ; Ik ou une trop vive 
lumiere n'aneantissoit pas une douce et paisible 
s^curite. II y a des illusions qu*il faut ^tre in- 
humain pour d'etruire. 

Si nous en eussions dit plus on nous auroit 
aussi, avec raison, accuse de malice, de m^chan- 
cet6, d'acharnement centre un homme qui nous 
est tottt-a-&it Stranger. 
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lyun autre c6te si nous en eussions ditmoins, 
nos accusations devenant vagues eussent passe 
pour un amour du scandale,et un desir de notoriete 
vulgaire qui eussent emousse nos traits et enleve 
a notre conduite le caracterede moderation, diffi- 
cile a garder dans I'espdce, que noua nous som- 
mes eflforce de conserver. 

Nous avons voulu ^tre fort, juste, vrai. li nous 
a done fallu etre concis dans la narration ; avare 
dans le nombre des chapitres, et prudent dans le 
cboix des faits. 

Quatre points principaux nous voulions etablir: 

1. Durel^ envers les pauvres. 

2. Dissolution dans les moeurs. 

3. Immorality dans les principes. 

4. Habitudes du vice et de la calomnie. 

Nous croyons y ^tre parvenu ; notre merite de 
borne non ^ avoir expose, mais a avoir 086 expo- 
ser un bomme dans la baute position qu'occupe 
M. Yerren. Un mot sur nous-m^me expliquera 
peut-^tre cequel'on appelera une grande tem^rit^. 

Engag^i en Francet pendant plus de quinze 
aas dans la prease de Fopposition lib^rale, nou0 
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nous soromes nourri de bonne -heure dfi la haine 
pour le despotisme, I'hypocrisie et le Jesuitisme. 
Dans un combat de chaque jour et chaque jour 
plus anime, nous avons paye souvent de noire H- 
berte, de notre fortune, jusqu'a ce qu'en 1830 nous 
ayons aussi paye de notre personne, notre sincere 
aitachement aux liberies publiques. 

Les premiers succes de la revolution de 1830 
changerent notre position d'assaillant. Mais lors- 
que cette grande victoire republicaine ne fut 
plus consideree, et trailed que comme un simple 
evenement, K s circonstances ne nous permettoient 
plus alors de reprendre le r6le que nous avions 
rempli contre une dynastie envers laquelle nous 
n'avions jamais ete lie par aucun sentiment de 
reconnaissance ou d'obligation personnelle. Nous 
pens&mes alors a nous assurer un avenir moins 
oscillant que ne le donne en general Pesprit ou la 
politique des partis. 

Depuis notre sejour aux Etais-Unis. bientdt 
six ans eDtiers, nos Vues se sent tournees vers 
Teconomie publiqueet rurale; toutefois nous n'a- 
vons pas consacr^ nos loisirs a l'oisivet6 : une 
pol6mique occulte, mais toujours decente^ qu'en 
tout tqrnpt noas poavonsavoMeri.e^t venue souT^nt 
mvL pccnpeTt nqas distraite et doii$ rAmeoer a 
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aoB habitudes de journaliste. Cest lorsqd'uiie 
treve temporaire suspend ces jeux de notre plame 
qu'on a mis eutre nos mains plus de materiaux 
qu'i] n'^toit necessaire, pour ranimer cette anti- 
pathie de toute notre vie pour les fourbes et les 
hypocrites, et nous faire sortir d'un simple badi- 
nage. En saisissant le vice pour ainsi dire corps- 
ii-corps, nous obeissons a un sentiment aussi inne 
en nous que pent r^tre, en Thomme que nousatta* 
quons, I'oubli des vertus que nous airaons a bono- 
rer dans le caractere sacre dont il a sa se faire 
xevAtir; L'un de nous deux doit necessairement 
fluccomber dans cette lutte que nous avons entre- 
prise d^liberemment, et pour nous, nous n'en 
redoutons pas Tissue. Le fracas de sa chiite nfi 
troublera m^me pas le silence de la solitude dana 
l^qaelle nous aimons k vivre. 

Inconnu et plus encore etranger a la soci6t6 de 
New York, nous n'attendons rien d'elle ; ni bl&me, 
ni eloges, ni persecution t ni vengeance, ni felicita- 
tions ni remerciements. Sur notre passage nous 
avons attaqu6 un mechant comme un voyageur 
^crase du pied la vipere qa'il trouve en son che- 
min. Son action est naturelle ; elle n'est pas m6* 
ritoire ; de m^me nous estimons la n6tre. 

P.B. 

8 



FAC SIMII^E. 



Iii en est des lettres originales que nous avons en- 
tre les mains comme des autres mat^riaui^ ; I'embar- 
ras est de choisir celle dont la lecture peut le moins 
ojBfenser la moiale, la modestie, et le moins blesser 
les personnes. Nous avons pens^ que celle que nous 
donnons ici lempiissoit parfaitement notre but, da 
moins nous pouvons assurer qu'elle est la moins 
dangereuse sous ces divers rapports, 

Ab uno disoe omii9s. 

Tons les autres documents, lettres, t^moignages, 
rapports, dit-on, bruits, etc. etc., nous les tenons en 
reserve, pour nous en servir, non plus en attaquant, 
ear nous ne donnons jamais le coup de pied de I'&ne, 
mais en nous defendant, si Paudace et la folie se re- 
uniasoient pour nous tfaduire, soit devant les tribu- 
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nauz, 8oit devant I'opinion publique en raison de eel 
ecrit. 

Nous esperons qa'on appr^ciera notre retenue. 

Le fac simile qui suit ne pent blesser la personne 
pour laquelle Poriginal a et6 fait ; nous serons dds 
lors excusable d'y donner une publicite qui devient le 
complement Indispensable de notre td.che. 

N. B.— Lcs mots *' comme dit Vautrt^^ qui com- 
mencent Pant^p^Dulti^me ligne ne sont pas, ainsi 
qu'on pourroit le penser, une simple expression tri- 
▼iale, mais une allusion ^ une autre mauyaise con- 
ception que M. Verren fit rev^tir de forme drama- 

tique par un M, M , et dans laquelle il faisoit 

intervenir M. de la Forest et plusieurs autres per- 
sonnes estimables. Get intermdde en un acte, im- 
prime Sl un trds petit norabre d'exemplaires ; com]|D- 
s^ 3l Poccasion de la visite du prince de Joinville, fut 
distribue par les soins de ses auteurs qui avoint eu la 
courageuse modestie de ne pas se faire conuaStre. 
Le tout est une pauvre production, sans esprit, sans 
sel, sans verve et qui, sous aucun rapport, n'a pu un 
seul instant fixer Pattentiou, et qui ne merite, de no- 
tre part, aucune autre mention. 
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